
Dear Chairman Smith and Honorable Members of the Committee:

On behalf of the Anti-Recidivism Coalition, I write to express our support
for Senate Bill 53, Childhood Interrogation Protection Act. This bill would
preserve children's constitutional rights. 

Law, science, and common experience conclude that, as compared to
adults, children are less capable of understanding their rights. This makes
them significantly more vulnerable to giving false statements in response
to interrogation. According to the National Registry of Exonerations, 36
percent of exonerated youth had falsely confessed to a crime they did
not commit, compared with 10 percent of adults. Nearly all children
under 14 who were later exonerated of having committed a crime had
falsely confessed. Similarly, nearly 60 percent of 14 and 15-year-old
children in the same situation gave a false confession.

Senate Bill 53 would require law enforcement to make good faith efforts
to notify parents or guardians that their child will be subject to
interrogation; allow a child to consult with counsel prior to waiving their
rights; and encourage Maryland courts to adopt age-appropriate
language for children to understand their rights. 

Every day in Maryland, children entangled in the criminal legal system
are questioned without a parent being notified or attorney present.
Although youth of all races commit offenses at roughly the same rates,
African American youth are arrested at much higher rates than any other
racial group in this state, and therefore are at particularly high risk of
facing police interrogations and coercion. As a result, Black children face
criminal charges, prosecution, and incarceration without the basic due
process rights that adults are entitled to.
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January 25, 2022

Re: SB 53 (Carter) –Childhood Interrogation Protection Act – SUPPORT 

The Honorable Chairman William C. Smith
Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East 
Miller Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
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https://www.law.umich.edu/special/exoneration/Pages/False-Confessions.aspx


1320 E 17th Street • Suite 260 • Los Angeles, CA 90021 • T: 213.955.5885  

The Anti-Recidivism Coalition (ARC) helps currently and formerly
incarcerated people to thrive by providing a supportive network,
comprehensive reentry services, and opportunities to advocate for
policy change. Our advocacy efforts work towards making our
communities safe, healthy, and whole.

In 2020, California passed a law requiring youth under 18 to consult
with an attorney before waiving their rights. The legislation was passed
with bipartisan support while recognizing that these protections make
our communities safer. The California legislature took into
consideration testimony (Appendix A) from San Francisco District
Attorney Chesa Boudin stating that "as already fully implemented in
San Francisco, I know that these protections make our community
safer and have not diminished my office’s ability to prosecute serious
and violent crimes".  

By allowing youth to understand their rights, we can ensure the
outcome of interrogations are just and lawful, creating greater trust,
accountability, and due process for all. For these reasons, we support
SB 53 and respectfully requests that you vote yes on this important bill.

Sincerely,

Michael Mendoza 
Director of National Advocacy
Anti-Recidivism Coalition
m mendoza@antirecidivism.org
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APPENDIX A
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