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House Bill 1174 
Public Safety – Permit to Carry, Wear, or Transport a Handgun - Qualifications 

FAVORABLE 
 
The provision for a “good and substantial” reason for a permit to wear and carry a 
handgun was added to the Maryland wear and carry statute a half century ago. It 
has been a nebulous undefined term ever since and subject to the whim of each 
administration in its interpretation. 
 
In matters of law, the Maryland General Assembly has an obligation to make the 
intent clear and unequivocal. Anything less is a disservice to the citizens of 
Maryland. 
 
HB 1174 seeks to end the 50-year-old political football game by adding the terms 
person protection” and “self-defense” to better conform the statute to existing 
case law. It will also recognize that law-abiding citizens have a natural and God 
given right not only to self-defense, but also the means to defend themselves and 
their loved ones. 
 
No one will dispute the fact that criminals carry firearms outside the law, in 
defiance of the law. We, the law-abiding citizens of Maryland, simply need and 
deserve the right to carry firearms for personal protection and self-defense within 
the law. 
 
We strongly urge a favorable report. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
John H. Josselyn, Director 
2A Maryland 
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