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Dear Chair Clippinger, Vice-Chair Moon, and distinguished member of the Judiciary Committee,

Marylanders to Prevent Gun Violence is a statewide, grassroots organization dedicated to reducing
gun deaths and injuries throughout the state of Maryland.  We urge the committee for an
UNFAVORABLE report on HB 1206 to repeal Maryland’s historic and current standards for carrying
firearms in public.

Historically, almost every state prohibited or strictly limited the carrying of concealed, loaded
weapons in public places. These restrictions were among the earliest gun laws adopted in the
United States. In the late 20th century, some states began to grant law enforcement discretion to
issue permits to people who passed a background check and received firearm safety training and/or
demonstrated a particular need to carry hidden, loaded guns in public.  Over the last 20 years the
gun lobby has pushed many states to substantially weaken standards for qualifying for these
permits—and 21 states have now eliminated these protections entirely.  Maryland is not one of
those states.

Guns carried in public pose a substantial threat to public safety. A robust body of academic
literature shows that when more people carry guns in public, violent crime increases.1

Maryland’s standard for granting wear carry permits takes safety and need into consideration.  This
is appropriate and should remain the standard.  MPGV urges an UNFAVORABLE report on HB 1206.
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