Good afternoon.

My name is Hera McLeod. Nine years ago, my 15-month-old son Prince McLeod was drowned
on the fourth unsupervised visit with his father. Many who hear about my custody case are
quick to dismiss it as “the extreme example”, but | assure you that in the nine years since I've
been studying and advocating for Family court reform — I've seen a very common thread
running through cases (particularly those where children are in danger). Judges don’t have the
training required to properly assess cases that involve elements of Domestic Violence and Child
Abuse.

And if my words alone aren’t compelling enough — let’s take a quick look at what the
Montgomery County, MD judge in my case said:

“I’'m in Family Law because | have to be. It's a required 18-month rotation. | don’t like it. And if |
could choose not to do it, | would not do it. And it’s for these kinds of cases.”

“Let me tell you what | conclude this case is not about - it’s a lot of smoke, it’s a lot of smoke.
Well, there’s a lot of smoke. The difficultly is that with all that smoke | can’t see clearly. | don’t
have the answers. | don’t have any superior knowledge beyond anybody else. What | do know is
I’'m going to make the decision based upon the law and based upon the testimony that I've
heard in court and based upon what | think, right or wrong, is in the best interest of this child.”

(Pause)

Unfortunately for my son, what this judge thought — because he didn’t have access to the
superior knowledge he referenced (which this bill addresses) — wasn’t in the best interest of my
son. He sentenced my son to death, because of his assumptions — bias — and a lack of
knowledge of how to properly assess a case that involved Domestic Violence and Child Abuse.

This same judge told me that for my son’s case to reach the threshold of a “Child in Need of
Action — CINA” case — he’d have to come home to me with cigarette burns on his back.

(pause)

My son came home to me in a body bag. I'll never forget the moments | had with Prince before
| closed his casket for the last time. | told him | was sorry that | couldn’t protect him —that |
knew he wasn’t the first child this happened to — but that | would make it my life’s purpose to
help ensure he’d be one of the last. That the next child whose life rested in the hands of the
court — that child would be saved.

I’'m asking you all to take a step that those before you were unwilling to take to protect the
children who will come next. SB 17 doesn’t fix everything that’s wrong with Family Court or our
justice system, but it’s a necessary step that would give our judges the tools required to make
the right decision — the decision that would save the children who will come next.



Dorothy Lennig — House of Ruth (wants amendment that takes out long list of topics that judges
need to be trained on because she wants the training to be able to stay current)

Laura Ruth — Favorable with amendments, same as Lennig. Want to leave what is trained and
the curriculum to the experts. She is arguing over the amount of time and wants the experts to
decide this. Maybe include magistrates and district court judges.

Yaakov Aichenbaum — he was concerned about parental alienation being removed. He is
worried about who is designing the curriculum. He fights against Joan Meyer’s researched. He
looks like a psycho. He is a parental alienation guy.

Mike Fiol: he is also a parental alienation guy — claims that wife cheated and then his kids didn’t
want to talk to him. There’s more to that story.

Jack Kammer: he isn’t a dad — he is a retired social worker and a parental alienation guy. He
likes what Ms. Lennig said. He wants to offer/request/point out that there is an issue because
of the working group. He didn’t like the working group. Sen Carter was excited to hear this —
because she also hated the working group. Not “ideological” ??1?

Vince Mcavoy: the man who wants child brides and covers his face. He wants to work with the
committee so its balanced...but wont show his face. Good lord
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Sen West
(SB 17) Child Custody - Cases Involving Child Abuse or Domestic Violence - Training
for Judges

Judge Kathleen Dumais was supposed to testify in the opposition but instead of
doing so, her and Sen West made some backroom deal that they would
“collaborate” on the bill to come to some resolution that would be amicable for her.






