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Education Advocacy Coalition

for Students with Disabilities

House Ways and Means Committee
HB 737: Alternative Education Options—Right to Learn and Broadening Options and
Opportunities for Students Today Program (Right to Learn Act of 2022)
February 24, 2022
Position: Oppose

The Education Advocacy Coalition for Students with Disabilities (EAC), a coalition of
approximately 40 organizations and individuals concerned with education policy for students
with disabilities in Maryland, opposes House Bill 737, a bill that purports to create
“scholarships” for students who attend “failing schools” and who “choose to pursue an
alternative education option.” Although framed as a “scholarship” program, HB 737 is nothing
more than a voucher program that would enable students to use public funds to attend private
schools.

HB 737 requires participating schools to comply with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and
Title 20 of the State Government Article, which prohibit discrimination on the basis of race,
color, national origin or sexual orientation. Notably, HB737 does not include a requirement
that participating schools comply with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act or the Americans
with Disabilities Act, which prohibit discrimination on the basis of disability. This omission
could result in public funding in the form of “scholarships” going to private schools that refuse
to enroll, accommodate or otherwise serve students with disabilities. This is unacceptable. The
EAC therefore strongly opposes HB 737. Please feel free to contact Leslie Seid Margolis,
Chairperson, at |lesliem@disabilityrightsmd.org or 410-370-5730 with any questions.

Respectfully submitted,

Rene Averitt-Sanzone, The Parents’ Place of Maryland

Selene Almazan, Selene Almazan Law, LLC

Linda Barton, MSED, Education Advocate

Elizabeth Benevides, Howard County Autism Society

Ellen A. Callegary, Law Offices of Ellen A. Callegary, P.A.

Rich Ceruolo, Parent Advocacy Consortium

Michelle Davis, ABCs for Life Success

Jennifer Engel Fisher, Weinfeld Education Group, LLC

Lisa Frank, Andrea Bennett, and Jen Ritchotte, Special Kids Company
Ann Geddes, Maryland Coalition of Families

Beth Ann Hancock, Charting the Course

Kalman Hettleman, Independent Advocate

Morgan Durand Horvath, M.Ed., Abilities Network

Nicole Joseph, Law Office of Nicole Joseph (over)



B A M S S CRSRERCT e o > A s A S ER e RS St o )]

Ande Kolp, The Arc Maryland

Rachel London, Maryland Developmental Disabilities Council
Leslie Seid Margolis, Disability Rights Maryland

Ellen O’Neill, Atlantic Seaboard Dyslexia Education Center
Ronza Othman, National Federation of the Blind of Maryland
Maria Ott, Attorney

Rebecca Rienzi, Pathfinders for Autism

Jaime Seaton, BGS Law

Wayne Steedman, Steedman Law Group

Maureen van Stone, Mallory Legg, and Alyssa Thorn, Project HEAL at Kennedy Krieger Institute
Daya Chaney Webb, IMPACT Advocacy

Jessica Williams, Education Due Process Solutions, LLC

Liz Zogby, Maryland Down Syndrome Advocacy Coalition
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