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HB657: Standardized Behavioral Health Screenings for Development and 

Implementation Bill 

 
Dear Ways and Means Committee Members 
 
My name is Catherine Carter, Vision/Behavioral Health Advocate who worked on the Atticus Act 
2018.  For the 2022 session, I am working with Delegate Guyton on a bill called the Standardized 
Behavioral Health Screenings for Development and Implementation. This Bill complements the 
work of the Blueprint for Maryland’s Future and the Blueprint’s Maryland Consortium on 
Coordinated Community Supports by enabling this group of experts to create guidelines for the 
schools to follow for their parent student health questionnaires for registration. It allows parents to 
ask for help to support their struggling students and facilitate connecting them to local resources.  
 
This bill was inspired by my positive experience and collaborative work with HCPSS staff. The bill 
will help find kids like Atticus who struggle to see clearly and went years misdiagnosed and lacked 
the right vision care and school accommodations. This bill will help kids like my daughter. After 
struggling to find local health resources who were open and accepting patients, her middle school 
that gave me a list of local behavioral health providers, so I was able to build a healthcare team to 
support her IEP goals. This team helped support her through the pandemic and re-enter high 
school. We are seeing continuous improvement on the gains we had lost due to virtual schoo l and 
the pandemic because the school helped connect me to local behavioral health resources for my 
child. 
 
In addition, when I registered all five of my children this year, I was so excited to see the 
behavioral health screening questions added (I attached screenshots below). There were 
questions on physical, dental, and eye exam. If your child has vision problems more specifically 
wears glasses, contacts, cross eyes. Questions on mental health. This health screening would 
have been such a valuable tool for me with Atticus, my daughter, and the parents of the 168 
students we saw at the 2020 HCPSS Eye Exam Clinic. This tool is a chance for a struggling 
parent to ask for help. I contacted HCPSS to thank them. They said they thought of me when they 
saw the vision questions. They were glad that students aren’t coming in as blank slates so they 
can be better prepared to meet student needs. Now all my kids’ teachers know they wear glasses. 
Guyeus first grade teacher helps make sure he wears his. Because my kids had an eye exam in 
the last year, they also don’t need a vision screening. 
 
With the HCPSS screening, struggling students are identified and resources can be put into place 
to support. Staff training, grants, student support teams, and special education teams can be 
better informed. Parents can be connected to local resources like I was. Because this screening is 
part of the annual registration, a student’s behavioral health needs can be updated and to see if 
the resources are working. I didn’t list my daughter’s needs because she has the essential 
resources in place thanks to the school’s help. 
 
Please consider supporting this bill. I appreciate the years of support and hope this Committee 
sees this bill is a continuation of building upon the work of addressing the health needs of our 
students. 
 

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0798?ys=2018RS&search=True
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0657
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0657
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VQ8j6SvpDjM
https://baltimore.cbslocal.com/2020/03/01/beyond-20-20-works-to-help-kids-see-clearer-giving-in-depth-eye-exams/


 
The Bill: 

1.     Tasks the Maryland Consortium on Coordinated Community Supports to: 
i.     Create guidelines for school district behavioral health coordinators to follow when 
developing their student behavioral health needs questionnaire 
ii.     Consult with experts, including data protection specialists to ensure secure 
student data 
iii.     Update these guidelines every 5 years 

2.     Questionnaire is given to parents/guardians at new registration and every year after 

Positive Impact: 
1.     Allows parents to ask for help to support their struggling students 
2.     Facilitates connecting families to local resources 
3.     Keeps student behavioral health needs up to date 
4.     Provides expert guidelines to help schools more effectively identify students in 
need of behavioral health resources 
5.     Helps ensure equity in the distribution of the Consortium’s resources 
(Coordinated Community Supports Partnership Fund) 

The Blueprint’s Maryland Consortium on Coordinated Community Supports: Coordinate the 
delivery of evidence-based, culturally competent mental and behavioral health services to 
Maryland students, in a manner that partners with providers in the surrounding community and 
leverages to the fullest extent possible federal and public funding. 
 
THE CONSORTIUM CONSISTS OF THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS:  

(1) THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH, OR THE SECRETARY’S DESIGNEE;  
(2) THE SECRETARY OF HUMAN SERVICES, OR THE SECRETARY’S DESIGNEE;  
(3) THE SECRETARY OF JUVENILE SERVICES, OR THE SECRETARY’S DESIGNEE;  
(4) THE STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS, OR THE STATE 

SUPERINTENDENT’S DESIGNEE;  
(5) THE CHAIR OF THE COMMISSION, OR THE CHAIR’S DESIGNEE;  
(6) THE DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SCHOOLS IN THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF 

EDUCATION, OR THE DIRECTOR’S DESIGNEE;  
(7) ONE MEMBER OF THE MARYLAND COUNCIL ON ADVANCEMENT OF SCHOOL–

BASED HEALTH CENTERS, APPOINTED BY THE CHAIR OF THE COUNCIL;  
(8) ONE COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS, DESIGNATED BY THE PUBLIC 

SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS ASSOCIATION OF MARYLAND;  
(9) ONE MEMBER OF A COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION, DESIGNATED BY THE 

MARYLAND ASSOCIATION OF BOARDS OF EDUCATION;  
(10) ONE TEACHER WHO IS TEACHING IN THE STATE, DESIGNATED BY THE 

MARYLAND STATE EDUCATION ASSOCIATION;  
(11) ONE SOCIAL WORKER PRACTICING AT A SCHOOL IN THE STATE, 

DESIGNATED BY THE MARYLAND CHAPTER OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF SOCIAL WORKERS;  

(12) ONE PSYCHOLOGIST PRACTICING IN A SCHOOL IN THE STATE, 
DESIGNATED BY THE MARYLAND SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS ASSOCIATION;  

(13) ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF NONPROFIT HOSPITALS, DESIGNATED BY 
THE MARYLAND HOSPITAL ASSOCIATION;  

(14) THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR:  
(I) ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE COMMUNITY BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 

COMMUNITY WITH EXPERTISE IN TELEHEALTH;  
(II) ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF LOCAL DEPARTMENTS OF SOCIAL SERVICES;  



(III) ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF LOCAL DEPARTMENTS OF HEALTH; AND  
(15) THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS APPOINTED JOINTLY BY THE PRESIDENT OF 

THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE:  
(I) ONE INDIVIDUAL WITH EXPERTISE IN CREATING A POSITIVE CLASSROOM 

ENVIRONMENT 
(II) ONE INDIVIDUAL WITH EXPERTISE IN EQUITY IN EDUCATION; AND  
(III) TWO MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC, APPOINTED BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE 

SENATE  
(I) THE NATIONAL CENTER FOR SCHOOL MENTAL HEALTH SHALL PROVIDE TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE. 
 
Bill’s Consultant members: 

1. ONE MEMBER OF THE MARYLAND OPTOMETRIC ASSOCIATION 
2. ONE MEMBER OF THE STATE TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY ADVISORY BOARD 
3. ONE MEMBER OF THE MARYLAND EDUCATION COALITION 
4. ONE MEMBER OF THE MARYLAND ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL HEALTH NURSES  
5. ONE MEMBER OF THE DIVISION OF EARLY INTERVENTION AND SPECIAL EDUCATION 

SERVICES IN THE DEPARTMENT  
6. ONE MEMBER OF THE MARYLAND ACADEMY OF AUDIOLOGY  
7. ONE MEMBER OF THE MARYLAND ASSOCIATION OF NONPUBLIC SPECIAL 

EDUCATION FACILITIES 
8. ONE EXPERT IN EARLY CHILDHOOD TRAUMA AND DEVELOPMENT; AND  
9. ONE EXPERT ON DATA PROTECTION; 

 
Coordinated Community Supports Partnership Fund:(I) $25,000,000 IN FISCAL YEAR 2022; 
(II) $50,000,000 IN FISCAL YEAR 2023; (III) $75,000,000 IN FISCAL YEAR 2024; (IV) 
$100,000,000 IN FISCAL YEAR 2025; AND (V) $125,000,000 IN FISCAL YEAR 2026 AND EACH 
FISCAL YEAR THEREAFTER 

 

Current Registration by District 
Registration sample not accessible* 

• Allegany County Public Schools* 

• Anne Arundel County Public Schools 

• Baltimore City Public Schools 

• Baltimore County Public Schools 

• Calvert County Public Schools* 

• Caroline County Public Schools* 

• Carroll County Public Schools 

• Cecil County Public Schools* 

• Charles County Public Schools 

• Dorchester County Public Schools* 

• Frederick County Public Schools 

• Garrett County Public Schools* 

 
 

• Harford County Public Schools* 

• Howard County Public Schools 

• Kent County Public Schools 

• Montgomery County Public Schools 

• Prince George's County Public Schools* 

• Queen Anne's County Public Schools* 

• Saint Mary's County Public Schools 

• Somerset County Public Schools* 

• Talbot County Public Schools 

• Washington County Public Schools 

• Wicomico County Public Schools 

• Worcester County Public Schools 

 

  

https://secure.aacps.org/webapps/SEFP/en-US/OSS/Enrollment/Form?registrationType=1&gradeLevel=General
https://secure.aacps.org/webapps/SEFP/en-US/OSS/Enrollment/Form?registrationType=1&gradeLevel=General
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pUfvj580qx3eunmHdSftjeBrbaD43lg6/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pUfvj580qx3eunmHdSftjeBrbaD43lg6/view
https://scs.bcps.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_31979837/File/Departments/Social-Emotional%20Support/SSS/Health%20Services/BEBCO%205443%20New%20Student%20Health%20History%20Fillable%20FormRev%208-17%20Accessible.pdf
https://scs.bcps.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_31979837/File/Departments/Social-Emotional%20Support/SSS/Health%20Services/BEBCO%205443%20New%20Student%20Health%20History%20Fillable%20FormRev%208-17%20Accessible.pdf
https://www.carrollk12.org/instruction/studentservices/Documents/Enrollment%20Form%20Fillable%20April%202017.pdf
https://www.carrollk12.org/instruction/studentservices/Documents/Enrollment%20Form%20Fillable%20April%202017.pdf
https://www.ccboe.com/ss/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/CCPSNewStudentEnrollmentForms.pdf
https://www.ccboe.com/ss/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/CCPSNewStudentEnrollmentForms.pdf
https://campussuite-storage.s3.amazonaws.com/prod/33903/86de7fb0-3a18-11e6-b537-22000bd8490f/606112/d0e2e516-6887-11e6-8113-22000bd8490f/file/HealthInformationCard_Apr2011.pdf
https://campussuite-storage.s3.amazonaws.com/prod/33903/86de7fb0-3a18-11e6-b537-22000bd8490f/606112/d0e2e516-6887-11e6-8113-22000bd8490f/file/HealthInformationCard_Apr2011.pdf
https://www.kent.k12.md.us/Downloads/InitialRegistrationForm.pdf
https://ww2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/forms/pdf/560-24.pdf
https://www.smcps.org/forms/student-services/339-ps-200-registration-form/file
https://www.smcps.org/forms/student-services/339-ps-200-registration-form/file
https://tcps.k12.md.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Enrollment_Forms-revised_10-18-18.pdf
https://tcps.k12.md.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Enrollment_Forms-revised_10-18-18.pdf
http://wcpsmd.com/sites/default/files/documents/WCPS%20Enrollment%20Form.pdf
https://www.wcboe.org/cms/lib/MD50000151/Centricity/Domain/20/Enrollment%20Packet.pdf
https://www.wcboe.org/cms/lib/MD50000151/Centricity/Domain/20/Enrollment%20Packet.pdf
http://worcesterk12.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=8477676


Visual Comparison of Maryland Parent Student Health 
Questionnaire at Registration 
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