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The Maryland Student Coalition is an entirely student-led, advocacy group that serves to bring students
together to promote education policy reform. Founded in 2020 as a vehicle for advocating for students’
right to demonstrate, our scope has since expanded to include more educational advocacy initiatives. You
can learn more at marylandstudents.org

Chair Atterbeary, Vice Chair Washington, and honorable members of the Ways and Means Committee.
The Maryland Student Coalition is in opposition to House Bill 314.

House Bill 314 attempts to amend local school board governance across the state of Maryland. The
legislation appears to be a new attempt to solve a nonissue presented by the sponsor in the last legislative
session (House Bill 629 - 2021). The sponsor coined the previous bill the “School Board Gridlock
Reduction Act”. According to their testimony before the Committee on Ways and Means, it was
introduced due to their opposition to numerous tied votes on the Howard County Board of Education.1

That legislation attempted to ‘solve’ tied votes by removing the voting rights of the Student Member (or
Representative) on the Board. Numerous students testified against that version of the bill, as it
disenfranchised the voice of student representation.

House Bill 314 appears to attempt to ‘solve’ the same nonissue by requiring each school board to be
composed of an odd number of members. The MSC is not in opposition to this idea, however, the
language of this legislation included an additional provision that creates a procedure to handle tied votes
on school boards before the 2025 implementation date takes effect.

1 Testimony Link.
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3–106 (B), makes no sense in implementation.

“If a county board lacks an odd number of members eligible to vote on a matter before
the board and the matter cannot be postponed or rescheduled to a later date, the county
board may select an individual to meet the requirement under subsection (a) of this
section in a manner determined by the county board.”

Several lines are undefined:

1. What decision of the Board qualified as being unable to be postponed?
2. How does the Board select an individual to ‘lose’ their vote on the matter?
3. If the Board was already at a tie, why would they approve of removing someone’s voting rights?

This legislation is not clear and is unnecessary. Each school board follows a form of Parliamentary
Procedure, or approved Rules of Operation. It is common practice for when a motion comes to a tie,
having not received support from a majority of the body, that it is considered failed2. Having a motion fail
is not the equivalent to gridlock, it is simply the result of a lack of support.

The Maryland Student Coalition opposes the principles within the legislation and encourages issuing an
unfavorable report on House Bill 314.

2 Rule 46, Robert's Rules of Order Newly Revised; Basics of Parliamentary Procedure, Sturgis Code of
Parliamentary Procedure; Chapter 16, Mason’s Manual of Legislative Procedure
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