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Dear M. Chair and Committee Members:

Thank you for allowing our testimony today in support of HB531. The Maryland Legislative
Coalition (MLC) Climate Justice Wing, a statewide coalition of over 50 grassroots and
professional organizations, urges you to vote favorably on HB531.

HBS531 increases the mandated fiscal 2026 - 2028 appropriations for the Maryland
Association of Environmental and Outdoor Education to increase the number of green schools
in the State being able to take advantage of environmentally focused activities.

This program provides PreK to 12th-grade students with educational opportunities that
empower them to make changes to reduce environmental impact, practice environmental
stewardship, encourage sustainability, increase awareness of how our relationship with the
environment ultimately impacts public health and society and fosters environmental literacy.

There are currently 664 Maryland Green Schools. This is 33% of approximately 2,200 public
and independent schools; and there are approximately 430,000 PreK to 12th-grade students
attending these schools. Green School communities represent a significant opportunity to
maintain and improve environmental sustainability. The program is great for our kids and this
bill will expand that opportunity for more.

We therefore request a FAVORABLE report in committee.
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