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HB 500 would provide $1.5 Million in funding to DHCD to cover the cost for repairs or deferred 
maintenance in smaller rental properties that serve low income tenants. Property owners continue to 
face increased costs to operate their properties, including skyrocketing insurance and utility costs, 
personnel costs, and maintenance and groundskeeping costs. Affordable housing properties have 
restricted rents so they cannot raise the rents to cover the increased operating costs or pay for larger 
repairs. These properties also often have very limited cash reserves available to pay for large 
maintenance items, such as a new roof or piece of HVAC equipment. These types of properties could 
benefit from such a fund and allow them to make a necessary repair and maintain the property 
without having to recapitalize the entire property to complete a larger scale renovation.  An annual 
appropriation of $1.5 million could potentially assist 3-5 properties each year and will help ensure 
that lower income tenants’ health and safety are not jeopardized by a landlord who cannot afford to 
make unexpected but necessary repairs to their property.    
 
MAHC is the leading organization for the affordable rental housing industry in Maryland and 
represents over 185 member organizations, including nonprofit and for-profit developers, State and 
local housing authorities, property management companies, financial institutions, community 
development organizations, contractors, tax credit investors, consultants and individuals.  
 
Respectfully submitted on March 7, 2023 by Miranda Darden-Willems, Executive Director, on 
behalf of the MAHC Board of Directors.   
 

 

MAHC Board of Directors 
Christine Madigan, Enterprise Community Development, President 
Tom Ayd, Green Street Housing, Vice President 
Catherine Stokes, Homes for America, Secretary 
Miles Perkins, AGM Financial, Treasurer 
Marsha Blunt, Pennrose Property Management 
Mike Cumming, CohnReznick, Chief Financial Officer 
Mary Claire Davis, AHC Greater Baltimore 
Ivy Dench-Carter, Pennrose Properties, Advisor Emeritus 
Maryann Dillon, Housing Initiative Partnership 
Nichole Doye Battle, GEDCO 
Peter Engel, Howard County Housing Commission 
 
 



      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mike Font, New Harbor Development 
Chickie Grayson, Retired, Advisor Emeritus 
Dana Johnson, Homes for America 
Brian Lopez, Osprey Property Company 
Dan McCarthy, Episcopal Housing 
Willy Moore, Southway Builders 
David Raderman, Gallagher, Evelius & Jones, Of Counsel 
Jessica D. Zuniga, Foundation Development Group, Ex Officio 
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