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HB 1098 SUPPORT 
 
Re: HB 1098, Multilingualism Is an Asset Act 
 
As an educational researcher with more than twenty years of experience teaching and 
conducting research to support quality education that promotes equity and multilingualism, 
and as a teacher educator who prepares Maryland’s future teaching force to meet the needs 
of our diverse student population, I am writing to present testimony in support of HB 1098. 
 
My work builds upon decades of research that has documented the benefits of bilingualism, 
biliteracy, and dual language education programsi. Dual language education offers benefits 
for both language minority students (English language learners or Multilingual Learners 
(MLLs) and language majority students (English speaking students who wish to acquire a 
second language). Dual language (or two-way immersion) programs integrate students across 
linguistic, racial, ethnic, and socioeconomic lines and have been shown to offer the most 
promise in closing the achievement gap ii. Research has found that instructional models 
that use MLLs’ home languages for instruction promote better outcomes in terms of 
academic achievement, English proficiency, graduation rates, and attitudes toward schooliii.  
 
When well implemented, dual immersion bilingual programs lead to superior academic 
achievement, multilingualism, and bring the multiple benefits of integration across 
linguistic, cultural, and socioeconomic differences. Implementing dual language bilingual 
programs moves a larger number and broader range of students towards ambitious 
outcomes, including attaining the state’s Seal of Biliteracy. While dual language/ two-way 
immersion is a promising approach to boosting student outcomes, it requires a substantial 
effort from state, local and school leaders to execute and sustain at a high-quality.  
 
Essential to well implemented dual language programs is adequate funding and well 
prepared teachers. Researchiv indicates MLLs perform best when teachers are required to 
have state certification as a bilingual and/or an ESOL (English for Speakers of Other 
Languages) teacher. Highly qualified teachers in bilingual/dual language programs need to 
possess not only the knowledge and skills necessary for their grade level/content area, but 
must also understand the process of second language acquisition, simultaneous bilingual 
acquisition, bilingual child development, and have strong proficiency in the languages they 
teach. Schools across the state are facing a shortage of qualified bilingual educators, which 
could compromise the quality of language program implementation. 
 
 



As a teacher educator and as a certified bilingual and ESOL teacher with experiences in 
elementary and middle schools, I am confident that this bill (HB 1098) is an important 
opportunity to strengthen education in Maryland. As a parent of multilingual children 
who have benefitted from dual language/two-way immersion programs in Montgomery 
County Public Schools, I fully support the expansion of dual language programs across the 
state that would include more students from diverse backgrounds.  
 
I respectfully request a favorable vote for HB 1098. Thank you for your time and 
consideration of this important legislation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Melinda Martin-Beltrán, PhD 
 
University of Maryland Professor of Education, Maryland Voter, and Parent of children in 
Maryland’s Public Schools 
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