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HB 574 – St. Mary’s County – Public Facilities Bond 

LETTER OF INFORMATION 

March 30, 2023 

The Honorable Ben Barnes, Chairman 

House Appropriations Committee 

Room 121, House Office Building 

6 Bladen Street 

Annapolis, MD  21401 

Dear Chairman Barnes: 

St. Mary’s County retains independent counsel for matters pertaining to the County’s 

general bonds. The County sought its bond counsel’s opinion on the pending bond authority bills 

(HB 574 / SB 457, HB 575 / SB 458, and HB 623). Bond counsel’s response is attached to this 

letter. 

Please note the following language in that letter: 

“For these reasons, we recommend that either of HB 574 / SB 457 or HB 

623 be advanced through the legislative process. If the delegation 

determines to advance HB 575 / SB 458, we request that specificity be 

added to the pending bill that allows for the County and bond counsel to 

determine with certainty when the requirement concerning the capital 

campaign has been satisfied so that the County has clear, unconditional 

authority to issue the bonds.” 

At this time, bond counsel has not provided language sufficiently specific to allay their 

concerns, and we can make no recommendation for an amendment at this time. 

Very truly yours 

/s/John Sterling Houser 

John Sterling Houser  

Assistant County Attorney 



Office of the County Attorney 
March 23, 2023 
Page 2 of 2 

Enclosure 

Cc:  Senator Jack Bailey  

Delegate Matthew Morgan  

Delegate Todd Morgan  

Delegate Brian Crosby 

Commissioner President James R. Guy Commissioner Mike Alderson, Jr. 

Commissioner Eric S. Colvin 

Commissioner Michael L. Hewitt 

Commissioner Scott R. Ostrow 

David Weiskopf, County Administrator 

Anna Horevay, Esquire 
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