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BILL NO.: HB 1096 

TITLE:  Baltimore County - Property Tax Exemption - Real Property 

Owned by Fire Company or Rescue Squad 

SPONSOR:  Delegate Nawrocki 

COMMITTEE: Budget and Taxation 

POSITION:  SUPPORT 

DATE: March 30 2023 

Baltimore County SUPPORTS House Bill 1096 – Baltimore County - Property Tax 

Exemption - Real Property Owned by Fire Company or Rescue Squad. This legislation would 

provide a tax credit for real property owned by a Volunteer Fire Company or Rescue Squad 

located in Baltimore County. 

Baltimore County provides fire and rescue services through a hybrid model of both 
professional and volunteer fire companies located across the county. Our volunteer fire 
companies provide critical services for the communities in which they reside. When the COVID-
19 pandemic hindered our volunteer firefighters’ ability to raise funds, County Executive 
Olszewski allocated $1 million in American Rescue Plan Act funding to volunteer fire 
companies to keep critical services running effectively. As the County’s population continues to 
grow our volunteer companies can use additional help.  

This is why Baltimore County has worked with the sponsor of House Bill 1096, and the 
Baltimore County House Delegation on an amendment that specifies that only property used 
exclusively for fire and rescue related activities currently or in the future, may be subject to the 
tax relief. The County thanks the sponsor for incorporating this friendly amendment to ensure 
that this bill targets those properties that would benefit from this tax exemption the most.  
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Accordingly, Baltimore County requests a FAVORABLE report on HB 1096. For more 
information, please contact Jenn Aiosa, Director of Government Affairs at 
jaiosa@baltimorecountymd.gov. 



HB 1096 - BCVFA letter of support.pdf
Uploaded by: Ryan Nawrocki
Position: FAV





HB 1096 - Del Nawrocki Testimony.pdf
Uploaded by: Ryan Nawrocki
Position: FAV







HB1096 - Lutherville VFC letter of support.pdf
Uploaded by: Ryan Nawrocki
Position: FAV





HB1096 - Providence VFC letter of support.pdf
Uploaded by: Ryan Nawrocki
Position: FAV



 

Robert Hornbacher 

1214 Brook Meadow Drive  

Towson, Md 21286 

rkhornbacher@gmail.com 

 

February 23, 2023 

 

MR Ryan Nawrocki  

The Maryland House of Delegates 

6 Bladen Street Room 322 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

Mr. Ryan Nawrocki  

 

 

 I am writing you in support of HB1096 Baltimore County Fire Department Property Tax.  

As a tax payer and a 28-year Baltimore County Volunteer Firefighter, I feel this is common 

sense legislation. The savings provided to the Volunteer fire companies of Baltimore County far 

outweighs the value from the collected taxes.  

 

 The volunteer fire companies of Baltimore County provide and incredible benefit to 

Baltimore County and the State of Maryland both in services provided and tax dollars saved. 

Many of the fire companies of Baltimore County have plans for future expansion due to county 

growth, increased call volume, and the simple need to accommodate modern firefighting, rescue 

and EMS service. Currently volunteer fire companies and rescue squads are recognized as non-

profit 501(c)3 organizations, and as a result they receive the benefit of not paying sales tax or 

paying property tax on the land where their buildings are located; however, the additional 

properties that volunteer fire companies and rescue squads own still are charged tax. It is 

important that we extend this proposed additional credit to these organizations as a whole to be 

exempt from paying property tax on all additional properties; rather than only offering the credit 

to the land where the buildings currently reside. 

 

 The monies saved to Baltimore County volunteer fire companies will ultimately be 

invested back into fire company operations, weather it goes towards new apparats, EMS 

equipment, or the expansion / reconstruction of a fire station it is an investment into the 

Baltimore County Volunteer Fire Service and the citizens of Baltimore County and those the 

visit and travel through.   
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 This proposed legislation is simply common sense and ultimately benefits everyone.  I 

thank you for the legislation introduction and I encourage all of the Baltimore County delegation 

to support it.  

 

 

  Sincerely  

   

  Robert Kevin Hornbacher  

 

  Robert K. Hornbacher  
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March 6th, 2023 

 

The Honorable Vanessa Atterbeary  

Chair 

House Ways and Means Committee 

Room 131 

6 Bladen Street 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

RE: HB1096 – Baltimore County - Property Tax Exemption - Real Property Owned by 

Fire Company or Rescue Squad (Delegate Nawrocki) 

 

Dear Madam Chair, 

 

This is to inform you that House Bill 1096 – Baltimore County - Property Tax Exemption - Real 

Property Owned by Fire Company or Rescue Squad (Delegate Nawrocki) received a 

FAVORABLE with Amendments vote from the Baltimore County Delegation. 

 

I respectfully request that you consider the recommendation of the Baltimore County Delegation 

when voting on this bill. Thank you. 

 

Sincerely,  

 
Eric D. Ebersole 

Chairman 

Baltimore County Delegation 
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HEARING DATE: March 30, 2023

BILL: HB1096

TITLE: Baltimore County - Property Tax Exemption - Real Property Owned by
Fire Company or Rescue Squad

SDAT POSITION: LETTER OF INFORMATION

Current law grants the exempt status for a property that: “(ii) is held in an advanced land
acquisition program of the fire company or rescue squad:” See Page 2 lines 8 and 9.
Furthermore, the law restricts a fire company from an exception if the property “(iii) is leased for
not more than 60 days during any 12–month period.” Therefore, the purpose of this bill is
unclear.

The bill will allow a Fire Company or Rescue Squad to acquire any type of property, including
improved property, and receive an exemption for an indefinite period simply by stating they
intend to use the property at some undefined point in time. This will allow a fire company in
Baltimore county to receive an exemption from property tax for a property that is leased for more
than 60 days during any 12-month period if they state they will use the property in the future.

Under this legislation, the fire company could own and operate a shopping center for 30 years
while stating they intend to use the property at the end of that time, and the property will be
exempt from taxes for the entire 30-year period.

The Department recommends the following amendment to page 3, lines 8 through 10:

(2) IS UNIMPROVED REAL PROPERTY NOT USED FOR ANY PURPOSE BUT WILL
BE ACTUALLY USED EXCLUSIVELY FOR THE PURPOSES OF THE FIRE COMPANY
OR RESCUE SQUAD IN THE FUTURE.


