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MDA POSITION: INFORMATION

Senate Bill 508 authorizes a person to produce consumable hemp products for sale under certain
circumstances; and generally relating to the use of hemp in consumable hemp products. It
requires the Maryland Department of Agriculture (the Department or MDA) to register and test
consumable hemp products to ensure that the product meets applicable safety standards.

Under the Hemp Farming Program, the MDA currently issues licenses and regulates the growth
of hemp crops in Maryland. MDA has not previously licensed or regulated consumable hemp
products. The Hemp Farming Program is significantly expanded by the bill, resulting in a
significant increase in workload; and existing staff are fully subscribed and cannot absorb the
additional duties.

However, given additional general funds, the MDA would have the capacity to register products,
issue registrations, and potentially license new hemp growers, maintain records, conduct
inspections and issue stop sales and violation orders, and generally enforce the program as
altered by the bill.

If you have additional questions, please contact Rachel Jones, MDA Director of Government
Relations at Rachel.Jones2@maryland.gov or (667) 408-0134.
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