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February 15, 2023 

  

Bill Number:  SB 275 

                                                                                                                        

Short Title:  Hunting - Snares, Traps, and Other Similar Devices - Identification Requirement 

  

Department’s Position:  Support 

  

Explanation of Department’s Position                                                                                                                       

The Department supports SB 275 because it may assist in field investigations concerning trapping 

activities. 

   

                                                                                                 

Background Information                                                                                              

As part of the hunting and trapping licensing process, individuals must acquire a one-time, 

permanent identification number issued by the department. This number is known as a DNRid. 

Along with purchasing hunting and fishing licenses, the DNRid is also used to register harvested 

game, apply for permits, and for other DNR-related activities. SB 275 would require traps, snares, 

and similar devices to be marked with the DNRid under certain circumstances. 

  

  

Bill Explanation                                                                                                           

SB 275 requires traps, snares, and other similar devices to be marked or tagged with an identification 

number (DNRid) issued by the department to the person placing the device. The department can 

waive this requirement if the device is used only on private property that is owned or rented by the 

person placing the device. 
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February 15, 2023 
 

Senate Bill 275 – Hunting - Snares, Traps, and Other Similar Devices - Identification Requirement 
 

Dear Chairman Feldman and Members of the Committee: 
 
I am writing to introduce Senate Bill 275 – Hunting - Snares, Traps, and Other Similar Devices - 
Identification Requirement.  This bill would require a person who uses a snare, a trap, or another similar 
device to capture wildlife to ensure the person's Department of Natural Resources identification 
number is affixed to the device.  This requirement can be fulfilled by the number either being stamped 
on the device or being on a metal tag affixed to the device. 
 
Senate Bill 275 will give DNR the ability to trace a snare or trap back to its owner so that the owner can 
be contacted should it be necessary to inform them of an issue involving their trap.  The DNR 
identification number that would be required to be associated with the device is not public information 
and can only be searched by DNR or Natural Resources Police staff, so they will be the only ones able to 
identify the owner.  The bill also includes provisions for a device that does not include this number to 
report it to DNR or the NRP.  It is important to note that there is an exception in the bill so that this does 
not apply to an individual setting a trap either on their own property or property that they are renting. 
 
Trappers serve a distinct role in conserving our resources and helping us control nuisance animals.  
Nothing could be a better example than the elimination of the invasive species nutria from the Eastern 
Shore that was done by trapping them.  These tags will assist our trappers in retaining the public’s trust 
of the vital role that they have in wildlife management. 
 
This requirement is already in place in multiple other states.  The right to hunt, fish, and trap is an 
important part of Maryland’s culture and tradition, and with this right comes the duty to do so in a 
responsible and ethical manner.  In addition to the testimony that you will receive in support of this 
legislation, I have also spoken to representatives of the Maryland Fur Trappers Association, who have 
informed me that they do not oppose this legislation.   
 
I respectfully request a favorable report on Senate Bill 275.  Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Senator Jack Bailey 
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                                                                                                                         February 15, 2023 
 
 
 

To: Senate Education, Energy and the Environment Committee 
From:  Lisa Radov, President and Chairman, Maryland Votes for Animals, Inc. 
Re: Hunting- Snares, Traps, and Other Similar Devices – Identification Requirement – SB 275 - Support  
 
Chair Feldman, Vice Chair Kagan, members of the Education, Energy, and the Environment Committee, 
thank you for the opportunity to testify before you today.  My name is Lisa Radov. I am the President and 
Chairman of Maryland Votes for Animals. We champion humane legislation to improve the lives of 
animals in Maryland. Speaking for Maryland Votes for Animals, our Board of Directors, and our members 
across Maryland, I respectfully request that the Education, Energy, and the Environment Committee vote 
favorably for Hunting- Snares, Traps, and Other Similar Devices – Identification Requirement – SB 275. 
 
Every year, millions of animals in the United States suffer a cruel and painful death after being caught in traps. 
Many of these unfortunate victims are not being trapped for food or to protect property but are instead being 
killed to support the global fur trade. Moreover, unintended victims are often household pets who suffer the 
terrible fate of being imprisoned in one of these trapping devices only to bleed or starve to death. 
 
The trapping devices rely on the principle of restraining an animal. Steel-jaw leghold traps, also called foothold 
traps, are powered by strong springs that slam shut on an animal and exert excruciating force. Animals caught 
in leghold traps suffer from torn flesh, cut tendons and ligaments, and broken bones, and can further injure 
themselves, break teeth, and dislocate joints in their struggle to escape.  Body-crushing, or Conibear, traps are 
designed to kill an animal when two rotating jaws close on each side of the animal’s neck or chest, crushing the 
body. While these traps may be intended to kill instantly, they do so inconsistently and can subject the animal 
to unimaginable suffering. Snares, or cable restraints, use a wire or cable loop that tightens around an animal 
and causes extreme suffering, asphyxia, and even death. Snares are designed to kill through strangulation, but 
the animal can suffer for hours or even days if the snare is incorrectly deployed or irregularly checked. 
 
Many states have passed ballot measures banning or placing restrictions on trapping including Arizona, 
California, Colorado, Massachusetts, and Washington. In addition to the suffering of the animals and safety 
issues for people and pets, trapping has not been proven to be an effective method of population control as 
often animals reproduce in larger numbers to compensate. Moreover, there is no compelling evidence that traps 
are an effective or efficient way of controlling the spread of rabies. 
 
This bill is an important step forward in protecting unsuspecting animals, pets, and the public from harm caused 
by these dangerous trapping devices.   
 
In closing, I would like to thank Senator Bailey for his sponsorship of SB 275 and ask the committee to 
give this bill a favorable report. 
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Good afternoon. Chairman Atterbeary, Vice-Chair Wilkins and members of the committee. My
name is Navian Scarlett.

I live in Frederick, MD in district 3. I am a college student.

I am here in support of HB 515, the Active Shooter Drill Notification bill, and I ask for a favorable
report. I believe in this bill, because it will help students cope with the anxiety and trauma
shooting drills can induce. While the safety of students and staff is paramount, I do not believe
that inducing anxiety or even triggering gun violence survivors is an ideal approach. In my
experience students would start crying from fear and anxiety, even have panic attacks as a
result. At the very least this would help inform students and parents in advance, and would
prevent triggering simulation sounds like gunshots during these drills. We do not need to
compromise the mental health and well being of students and staff to protect them. This would
be the most ideal and reasonable way to keep everyone safe and prepared for what can no
longer be considered the unexpected, but a matter of time. We must put gun violence survivors
and those traumatized first when taking this approach.

Thank you for your time.
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For more information contact Jennifer Bevan-Dangel, Maryland State Director 
jbevandangel@humanesociety.org | C 410-303-7954 
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