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Senate Bill 779 - Natural Resources - Female Deer Hunting Contests - Authorization 

Committee: Education, Energy and Environment       

MGPA Position: SUPPORT 

The Maryland Grain Producers Association (MGPA) serves as the voice of grain farmers growing corn, wheat, 
barley and sorghum across the state. MGPA supports Senate Bill 779 which would allow the Department of Natural 
Resources to allow deer harvest contests in the month of January for the purpose of population control. 

The National Agricultural Statistics Service estimates that farmers experience over $10 million in crop damage 
annually with 75% of that being attributed to deer. Maryland’s deer population was estimated to be just over 
200,000 white-tailed deer and 10,000 sika deer in 2022. The density of deer to suitable habitat in Maryland is high 
and therefore causes conflict with not only farmers and their crops but also vehicles and homeowners. Responsible 
hunting is the best way to control deer over-population. 

Farmers and Hunters Feeding the Hungry is a program where hunters can participate can donate harvested deer for 
processing and the deer meat is then donated to Maryland Food Bank and participating food pantries. This is 
primarily funded by the agriculture community. Each deer donated gives the donor an entry into a drawing for 
mostly hunting gear related give-a-ways.  

Another program started by the agriculture community are local Doe Harvest Challenges. County Farm Bureaus 
and grain producers host a 3-day doe harvest challenge and each antlerless deer checked in enters the hunter in to a 
cash drawing. If the hunter chooses to donate the deer, it is processed free of charge (paid for my farmers and 
agribusinesses) and again, donated to food banks and pantries.  

House Bill 863 was passed in 2020 which prohibited “killing contests” for fur-bearing animals. During the 2020 
session, Maryland Grain Producers Association worked with the bill sponsor to clarify and were assured that this 
did not impact white-tailed deer and therefore would not prohibit the doe harvest contests.  

However, over the last few years, the contests have been scrutinized by the Department of Natural Resources as a 
violation to Section 10-404 which prohibits the sale, exchange or barter of wild game and we are hoping for official 
clarification to allow them to continue. MGPA worked with the sponsor to move the language to the correct section 
of the code and an amendment is forthcoming. 

MGPA respectfully requests your favorable report on Senate Bill 779. 
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March 8, 2023 
 
To:  Senate Education, Energy, and the Environment Committee 
 
From: Maryland Farm Bureau, Inc. 
 
Re: Support with Amendment of SB 779 - Natural Resources - Female Deer Hunting Contests - 
Authorization 

 
On behalf of our member families, I submit this written testimony in support with amendment of SB 779, 
legislation that authorizes the Department of Natural Resources to allow a person, for the management of the 
deer population in the State, to sponsor, conduct, or participate in an existing, random contest in the State 
held during the month of January that has the objective of harvesting a female deer.  
 
Crop damage created by deer is nearly $50 per acre today.  These numbers are even higher on the Eastern 
Shore.  The lower shore county Farm Bureau’s along with the Maryland Grain Producers and several local 
farms worked together in 2019 to set up what they call a Doe Harvest Challenge that focuses on getting 
hunters to come out and hunt at the very end of the hunting season.  The focus is to address the 
overpopulation of deer on the lower shore.  Since the vast majority of hunters hunt only for bucks, the female 
deer population has exploded in this area.  This event is only for female deer and is for the sole purpose of 
reducing the overpopulation.  The deer that are harvested are either kept by the hunter or are donated to the 
local food bank and the cost of the processing is covered by the sponsors of the event.  We believe the bill 
language is correct but was put in the wrong section of the law.  
 
MDFB requests an amendment to move this new language from 10-427 of the Natural Resources Article to 
10-404 of the Natural Resources Article and create a new 10-404 (e)(2)(vi).  
 
MARYLAND FARM BUREAU SUPPORTS SB 779 WITH AN AMENDMENT 
 

 
Colby Ferguson 
Director of Government Relations 

 
For more information contact Colby Ferguson at (240) 578-0396 
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                                                                                                         March 8, 2023 
 

To: Senate Education, Energy and the Environment Committee 
From:  Lisa Radov, President and Chair, Maryland Votes for Animals, Inc. 
Re: Natural Resources - Female Deer Hunting Contests – Authorization – SB 779 - Oppose 
 
Chair Feldman, Vice Chair Kagan, members of the Education, Energy, and the Environment 
Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify before you today.  My name is Lisa Radov. I 
am the President and Chairman of Maryland Votes for Animals. We champion humane 
legislation to improve the lives of animals in Maryland. Speaking for Maryland Votes for 
Animals, our Board of Directors, and our members across Maryland, I respectfully request that 
the Education, Energy, and the Environment Committee give an unfavorable report on Natural 
Resources - Female Deer Hunting Contests – Authorization – SB 779. 
 
This bill would authorize the Department of Natural Resources to allow a person, for the 
management of the deer population in the State, to sponsor, conduct, or participate in a certain 
contest in the State that has the objective of harvesting a female deer. 

Killing does for prize money is neither humane nor effective. Studies have shown that when 
there is an attempt to reduce deer population by culling a deer heard, the remaining female deer 
reproduce responding to greater food abundance often having twins or even triplets. This high 
reproductive rate can offset the declines in their population. Moreover, the fawns born into this 
environment can have higher survival rates and earlier onset of sexual maturity. More deer 
move in from surrounding communities with the availability of food and fertile does. The result is 
a quick "bounce-back" in numbers that rarely solves the problems of communities and the deer 
population. 

In 2021, Maryland made it clear that killing certain furbearing animals for prize money is cruel 
and inconsistent with reputable hunting and unacceptable in Maryland. This approach feels 
similar. Marylanders have other days and seasons to hunt deer in our state which they have 
done for hundreds of years without the need for contests or prizes.  If Maryland wants to deal 
with the issue of deer overpopulation, then that issue needs to be investigated with the 
Department of Natural Resources and the Wildlife Advisory Commission along with research by 
scientists and wildlife experts.  
 
In closing, I would like to ask the committee for an unfavorable report on SB 779. 

 

  


