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The Education Advocacy Coalition for Students with Disabilities (EAC), a coalition of approximately 40
organizations and individuals concerned with education policy for students with disabilities in Maryland,
supports House Bill 320, which would amend the Maryland Longitudinal Data System (MLDS) to include
the collection of student disability data disaggregated by specific disability category.

Integrating information about students with disabilities into the MLDS, which currently collects student
data about assessment performance, academic performance and course completion, demographics,
degrees, credentials or diplomas, discipline, child welfare data and other key areas affecting attendance,
educational performance and potential barriers to college and career readiness will provide information
that has been sorely lacking in the analysis of Maryland’s education data system. Policymakers make
decisions based on data, and it is of the utmost importance that the data upon which they make their
decisions be as robust and as complete as possible. HB320 will, if enacted, fill a hole in the MLDS. For
these reasons, the EAC supports HB320. Please contact Leslie Seid Margolis, Chairperson, at
lesliem@disabilityrightsmd.org or 443-692-2505 with any questions.
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The Maryland Education Coalition joins this testimony.



