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Comments on SB 222 Environment - Reducing Packaging Materials —
Producer Responsibility

Who We Are * Challenges with SB 222 * What We Support

Who We Are
Maryland-DC-Delaware Beverage Association represents local beverage manufacturers and
distributors. Our industry provides good jobs to nearly 2,800 Maryland residents and we have a wide
footprint in Maryland with facilities located throughout the state. We are proud of the products we
make, our commitment to local communities, and our commitment to the environment. We strongly
believe our beverage packaging and bottles demonstrate this commitment.

The beverage industry plays an important role in the circular recycling economy. Our packaging is
specifically designed and optimized for recycling. We make PET bottles and aluminum cans that are
100% recyclable. Those containers have a high commodity value, and, when collected and recycled,
can become new bottles and cans. The industry has invested in local and regional recycling
infrastructure for more than 40 years.

Our companies have also made commitments to collect and recycle packaging waste, to incorporate
more recycled content into our PET bottles, and to reduce the amount of new plastic in our bottles. At
a national and local level, we are working to get every bottle back to meet these ambitious goals and
support a circular economy for our beverage containers.

The industry’s Every Bottle Back program, announced in late 2019, asserted beverage companies’
commitment to reduce new plastic use and increase collection of their valuable bottles. The program,
launched by The Coca-Cola Company, Keurig Dr Pepper, and PepsiCo, and supported by Maryland’s
local bottlers, represents collaboration among competitors. Collectively, they support the circular
plastics economy by reinforcing to consumers the value of 100 percent recyclable plastic bottles and
caps while taking steps to ensure they don’t end up as waste in oceans, rivers or landfills.

Why We Can Not Support SB 222, as written

The program described in the legislation would be unlike other extended producer responsibility (EPR)
programs around the world and does not align with best practices for EPR developed by the beverage
industry and other organizations.
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In order for us to support, an EPR system must:

1. Have strong environmental outcomes. This means any EPR system we support must include all
packaging and printed paper.

2. Be convenient for consumers. Consumers must be able to properly and consistently recycle for
the system to be effective.

3. Be financiélly sustainable. Proper roles for government and producers are critical to achieve
financial sustainability and system efficiency. Government should provide oversight, setting the
scope of the system and approving its design. The producer responsibility organization, or PRO,
funds and runs the system, ensuring that all fees are used exclusively for running the system.

4. Provide producers first access to their materials. The producers funding the system should
have first access to their recovered materials.

5. Support environmental justice objectives in recycling systems, addressing issues such as
inadequate access to recycling and disproportionate siting of facilities in underserved
communities.

What We Support

We believe that good data precedes good policy. That is the first best step to determining how
Maryland develops an EPR system or other recycling polices that will have measurable outcomes and
make recycling equitable for all Marylanders regardless of where they live.

We support a study that will provide important data and information around the current county and
municipal infrastructure, full cycle costs, the current processing of recyclables, and commodities being
recycled. This is the first best step to bring good comprehensive EPR to Maryland.

Thank you.

Ellen Valentino

EVP, MD-DE-DC Beverage Assn.
evaelntino@ellenvalentino.com

1410-693-2226



'MARYLAND BEVERAGE INDUSTRY

Our beverages are made in Maryland.

2,766 jobs are provided by the beverage industry across the state. With a direct economic impact of
$1.9 billion, Maryland's beverage industry provides $224.2 million in wages and benefits. Maryland's
beverage industry and their employees also generously contribute millions to charitable causes across

« Baltimore City - Manufacturing Facility
« Silver Spring - Manufacturing Facility

ety .
CONSOLIDATED * Annapolis
« Capitol Heights

« Cumberland

the state.

» Hagerstown
» Hanover

o LaPlata

« Salisbury

" » Havre de Grace

pepsi.

Borting Company
of Havic Da Grace

@ e Allegany « Howard County uf" Glen Burni
PEPSICO . Baltimore County  « Prince George's - Manufacturing Facility CANADA * ien bumie
« Charles » Washington @  Landayet
« Fredrick R

@) pepsi

vottlingventures

" ezt

» Salisbury - Manufacturing Facility
» Salisbury - Distribution Facility

B A
RedBull °

* Howard County (Columbia)
Howard County (Marriottsville)

* Baltimore County - Manufacturing Facility

DBOTTUNG, LLC

o
ALLEGANY WASHINGTON
. . CECIL
GARRETT @ © © CARROLL L 4] HIRFORD
. FREDERICK BALTIMORE (]
KENT
MONTGOMERY
KEY: QUEEN ANKE'S
’ Coca-Cola Consolidated Manufacturing Facility CAROLINE
@ Coco-Cola Consolidated Distribution Facility
‘ PepsiCo Manufacturing Facility
@ PepsiCo Distribution Facility
DORCHESTER
[ PepsiCo Headquarters ®
WICOMICO
Pepsi Bottling Ventures, LLC Manufacturing Facility
Pepsi Bottling Ventures, LLC Distribution Facility > WORCESTER
® Pepsi Bottling Company %
@ Canada Dry Distribution Facility G
Red Bull Headquarters
_—— i MD-DE-DC.
Redbull Distribution Facility BEVERAGE
ASSOCIATION

Niagra Manufacturing Facility

Centact: Ellen Volentino | evalentinoeellenvalentina.com | 410.693.2226
Wobaite: hitps://md-de-dcb
Facebeok: eBeverggeAssoc

Twitter: aBeverageAssoc
Linkedin: aMaryland-Del

ion.org/

DC B




