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Mr. Chairman,
| am writing in support of the Climate Crisis Plan — HB 0147.

As Maryland works towards a cleaner and more environmentally sustainable future, we
need to take steps to ensure our communities are prepared for eventual climate change disasters.
HB 0147 requires Maryland counties to craft a strategy to increase the use of renewable energy;
strengthen Maryland’s storm water management systems; reduce energy consumption and vehicle
emissions; retrofit existing buildings to become fully electric; and develop a plan to identify and

address the impacts of climate change on vulnerable communities in the county.

The bill establishes the minimum requirements each county must follow when preparing
their respective plans. The Maryland Department of the Environment must provide feedback to
each county on or before June 1%, 2024. The counties must then address this feedback and finalize
their plans on or before January 1%, 2025. The final plans must be available online and reviewed

and updated every three years.

Over time, more Marylanders are experiencing the negative effects of climate change.
Today, Maryland temperatures exceed dangerous levels approximately ten days a year; this is
expected to rise to 40 days by 2050.! Out of the ten warmest years in recorded Maryland history,
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heat#:~:text=Nearly%20110%2C000%20people%20living%20in,40%20danger%20days%20a%20year
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seven were after 2000. In July 2020, Maryland saw its all-time hottest month.? With increased
temperatures, the state is also at an increased risk of flooding and heavy downpours. Increased
rainfall overwhelms our existing infrastructure in vulnerable areas, leading to system failures and

catastrophic flooding.®

The economic and cultural symbol of our state, the Chesapeake Bay, is at particular risk.
In the past century, the sea level in the Bay has been increasing at an average of 1.3 to 1.5 inches
per decade; if emissions continue to increase, levels are expected to rise 2.0 to 4.2 feet over this
century.* Currently, around 81,000 people in the state are at risk of coastal flooding; this number

is expected to increase to almost 120,000 people by 2050.°

The impacts of climate change extend to every other aspect of our lives. People already at
risk due to other factors such as disability, age, socioeconomic status, and living conditions are
particularly vulnerable to the negative health and safety consequences of climate change.®

Local governments are particularly situated to conduct climate action. 70% of climate
change reduction measures and up to 90% of climate change adaptation measures are administered
by local government.” As local leaders are more connected to the public, they can bring Maryland
residents on board with climate action and are better suited to work with local businesses and
residents. County leaders best understand local issues and circumstances and can tailor climate
plans to the community. Several counties in Maryland already have existing climate action plans;

it is essential that all Maryland counties protect their residents from the ongoing climate crises.

Thank you for your time, and | hope to receive your support on this bill.
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Respectfully,

Delegate David Fraser-Hidalgo



