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Hello, my name is Detrese and I’m a tenant organizer and advocate with BalƟmore Renters United. 
BalƟmore Renters United believes House Bill 1023 is a criƟcal measure to protect renters’ property 
rights, enhance public safety and cleanliness, and bring the state in line with other jurisdicƟons that have 
taken a balanced approach to personal belongings post evicƟon. Renters need and deserve reliable 
noƟce of the evicƟon date so that they can exercise their statutory right of redempƟon (to “pay to stay” 
before evicƟon) or to leave the property without loss of personal belongings.  Equally, Maryland renters 
(like most renters in the country) deserve a reclamaƟon period aŌer evicƟon occurs, to miƟgate the 
financial and personal loss that evicƟons cause.  A “reclamaƟon period” is Ɵme post-evicƟon in which a 
renter can sƟll gain access to their belongings such as life-saving medicine, electronics, and personal 
treasures such as photo, mementos, and heirlooms. 

HB1023 would give tenants noƟce they may be at risk of losing their personal property through evicƟon 
by requiring the landlord to send a noƟce to the tenant of the scheduled evicƟon date 14 days in 
advance and provide a seven (7) day reclamaƟon period.  This is a sensible and humane bill that brings 
Maryland into line with the rest of the country. 

Right now, Maryland renters have less rights over their personal belongings post evicƟon than in any 
surrounding state.  Locally, Washington D.C., New Jersey, West Virginia, Pennsylvania, Delaware and 
Virginia all have reclamaƟon periods to allow tenants to access to their property.  Nineteen states and 
D.C. require noƟce, the tenant’s right to reclaim, and give the landlord some duty to store the tenant’s 
property. An addiƟonal nine states require noƟce and a right to reclaim.  Even without the noƟce 
requirement, thirty-three states have reclamaƟon periods that are longer than 24 hours.  Maryland is 
unfortunately not one of these states that addresses the issue of tenant belongings post evicƟon. 

HB 1023 also smooths out the chaos and ugliness of the evicƟon process, which benefits the public, 
landlords, and tenants.  In most of Maryland, currently, a tenant’s personal belongings, from lifesaving 
medicaƟon to birth cerƟficates, are thrown out into the street aŌer an evicƟon and create cluƩer and 



trash that block sidewalks and rights-of-way, creaƟng public safety risks and public blight.  HB 1023 
provides that aŌer a 7-day, post-evicƟon reclamaƟon period, the tenant’s belongings are considered 
abandoned and may be disposed of by the landlord in any manner except placing those belonging in the 
street or public right of way.  This benefits all members of the community. 

AddiƟonally, landlords would not have to conƟnue paying the addiƟonal expense of having workers on 
hand to conduct an immediate evicƟon and move all of the tenant’s belongings into the street when the 
Sheriff arrives – as happens currently.  Not only is this costly to the landlord in order to have access to 
the property, but, in the event an evicƟon is cancelled or postponed, the landlord saves money by not 
having hired workers for an evicƟon that is no longer needed. 

BalƟmore Renters United urges a favorable report on HB 1023 

 


