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Secular Maryland                                                                                    secularmaryland@tutanota.com 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
March 08, 2023 
 
 

 HB 1119 - SUPPORT 
 
Dorchester County - Hunting - Fur-Bearing Mammals 
  
 
Dear Chair Barve, Vice-Chair Stein, and members of the Environment and Transportation 
Committee, 
 
Maryland bans, or otherwise limits, the sale of automobiles and other vehicles 
(Business Regulation Code Ann. §18–101), and the sale of alcohol (Alcoholic 
Beverages Code Ann. §11–102), on Sundays. Financial institutions must be closed on 
Sunday (Financial Institutions Code Ann. §5–704). Maryland is one of eleven states 
where hunting is still banned or otherwise restricted on Sunday (Natural Resources 
Code Ann. §10-410). Counties (and Baltimore) have requested, and usually obtained, a 
variety of exemptions from some of these Sunday activity restrictions from the General 
Assembly. Secular Maryland supports these requests to reduce or eliminate Sunday 
activity restrictions. We disagree with the state level Sunday activity restriction 
defaults. 
 
Sunday is a special day of the week for many Christians. For other citizens the day of 
rest and worship may be Friday or Saturday, and for some citizens there is no god to 
worship or no fixed day of rest each week. Maryland law can be, and should be, more 
accommodating to this diversity of belief among its citizens. Legally banning business 
and leisure activity on Sundays favors a majority religious practice. Favoring a majority 
religious practice is not a proper goal of the laws. To the fullest extent feasible, our 
laws should confer equal accommodations to minority religious practices along with 
non-religious and anti-religion beliefs. 
 
The decisions regarding which day to hunt, to buy or sell alcohol, to buy or sell vehicles, 
to initiate and process financial transactions, etc., are best left to the citizens. State 
lawmakers can require one day off every week without specifying a particular day of the 
week by delegating that decision to the affected businesses. Hunting restrictions to 
accommodate horseback riding, hiking, and the like during the hunting season can be 
defined for particular hours throughout the week or rotated to different days for each 
week of the month instead of being on every Sunday. 
 

 



 

Respectfully, 
Mathew Goldstein 
3838 Early Glow Ln 
Bowie, MD 
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Dorchester County Delegation 

HB1119 Dorchester County- Hunting- Fur Bearing Mammals 

Environment and Transportation Committee 

March 8, 2023 

 

Why We Need This Bill 

Dorchester County has a disproportionately large population of foxes and coyotes. The 

population needs to be managed.  They have become a nuisance to the citizens of the County.  

Foxes and coyotes raid waste bins, dig up plants and gardens, make dens in dwellings and prey 

on small livestock such as ducks, chickens and more.  Many residents believe that either a fox 

or coyote is responsible for the loss of small animals such as kittens and small dogs on their 

property.  

In addition, foxes and coyotes are territorial.  They threaten native wildlife as well as livestock.  

They pose a risk to humans and pets through transmission of diseases such as distemper, 

parva virus, and mange. 

What Does This Bill Do 

HB1119 matches the hunting of Foxes to Charles County.  By adding Dorchester County, the bill 

allows residents of Dorchester County to legally hunt a fox or coyote that is infringing on their 

property. 

 

The Dorchester County Delegation respectfully ask the Committee for a FAVORABLE vote on 

HB1119 with Amendment. 
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https://sites.warnercnr.colostate.edu/wildlifevalues/


 
 

 

https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2018/demo/fhw16-nat.pdf
https://www.bea.gov/data/special-topics/outdoor-recreation
https://www.bea.gov/data/special-topics/outdoor-recreation
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    March 8, 2023 
 
 
To: House Environment and Transportation Committee  
From: Lisa Radov, President and Chair, Maryland Votes for Animals, Inc. 
Re: Dorchester County - Hunting - Fur-Bearing Mammals – HB 1119 - Oppose  
 
Chair Barve, Vice - Chair Stein, members of the Environment and Transportation 
Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify before you today. My name is Lisa 
Radov. I am the President and Chair of Maryland Votes for Animals, Inc. We champion 
humane legislation to improve the lives of animals in Maryland. Speaking for Maryland 
Votes for Animals, our Board of Directors, and our members across the State of Maryland, 
I respectfully ask that the House Environment & Transportation Committee give an 
unfavorable vote to Dorchester County - Hunting - Fur-Bearing Mammals HB 1119.  
 
This bill would require the Department of Natural Resources to establish a  year–round 
open season for the hunting of fur–bearing mammals in Dorchester  County. It would 
remove certain limitations on the hunting of fur–bearing mammals on  Sundays in 
Dorchester County and authorize a person to hunt fur–bearing mammals on public land 
in Dorchester County designated for hunting by the Department of  Natural Resources on 
certain Sundays. 
 
Maryland Votes for Animals is concerned about establishment of a year-round open 
hunting season for one county. We are also concerned about setting a precedent to allow 
fur-bearing mammals to be hunted on Sundays during the fur-bearing mammal season 
as this may not reflect the wishes of all of the residents of the County. Many families enjoy 
Sundays in public places as time for family hiking. Moreover, people who ride horses 
enjoy Sundays and do not want the concern of hunters in their midst posing a danger to 
them or their horses.  Dorchester County is not so different from the other Maryland 
County that it needs this additional time to hunt fur-bearing mammals. 
 
I urge the committee to give HB 1119 an unfavorable vote to HB 1119. 
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Contact:  Emily Wilson, Director, Legislative and Constituent Services (Acting) 

emilyh.wilson@maryland.gov ♦ 410-260-8426 (office) ♦ 443-223-1176 (cell) 

 

 
 

 

 

March 8, 2023 

 

BILL NUMBER:  House Bill 1119 – First Reader 

  

SHORT TITLE:  Dorchester County - Hunting - Fur-Bearing Mammals 

 
DEPARTMENT’S POSITION:  LETTER OF INFORMATION WITH AMENDMENTS 

 

EXPLANATION OF DEPARTMENT’S POSITION:         

The Maryland Department of Natural Resources provides the following information and suggested 

amendments regarding House Bill 1119. It is the understanding of the Department that the primary goal of 

House Bill 1119 is to authorize year-round hunting of coyotes in Dorchester County, primarily due to 

human safety concerns. The Department recommends that House Bill 1119 be amended to specifically 

address coyote hunting in Dorchester County, and avoid altering long-standing seasons and bag limits for 

the remaining fur-bearing mammals. Suggested amendments are attached.  The Department would note that 

it has the authority to address this issue in regulation.  

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:          

 

Fur-bearing mammals include beaver, bobcat, coyote, fisher, fox (red and gray), long-tailed weasel, mink, 

muskrat, opossum, otter, raccoon, and skunk.   

 

Most fur-bearing mammals are highly valued by hunters, trappers, wildlife watchers, and many of the 

general public who like to view them. Like other game species regulated by DNR, they are carefully 

managed using long-standing wildlife management principles. Hunting seasons and bag limits for these 

species are conservation-based and structured to ensure their populations are not exploited. Hunting and 

trapping seasons typically coincide with colder months when fur is prime and reproductive activities of the 

species are not occurring. The populations of most of these species do not warrant a year-round season, and 

having year-round seasons is not ecologically responsible.   

 

Of the 13 fur-bearing mammals defined in statute, currently only coyote, fox, opossum, raccoon, and skunk 

may be hunted. Most of these species have a November – February hunting season for the reasons 

mentioned above.  

 

BILL EXPLANATION:           
 

This bill, as drafted, would authorize the year-round hunting of 13 fur-bearing mammal species in 

Dorchester County.  
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BY: 

(To be offered in the Environment and Transportation Committee) 

 

AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL 1119 

(First Reading File Bill) 

 

 

AMENDMENT NO. 1 

 

 On page 1, in line 2, strike “Fur–Bearing Mammals” and substitute “Coyote”; 

strike beginning with “requiring” in line 3 down through “Sundays” in line 8 and substitute 

“authorizing a person to hunt or trap a coyote or possess the pelt of a coyote at any time of 

year in Dorchester County”; in line 9, strike “fur-bearing mammals” and substitute “coyote”; 

in line 12, strike “10–406, 10–410(a)(1)(iv) and (15)(i)6.” and substitute “10–406(b)”; and 

strike in their entirety lines 15 through 19, inclusive. 

 

AMENDMENT NO. 2 

 

 On page 2, in line 2, strike the brackets; in the same line strike “SUBSECTIONS”; in 

the same line, after “(b)”, strike “AND (C)”; after line 30, insert: 

 

“(6) IN DORCHESTER COUNTY, A PERSON MAY HUNT OR TRAP A FOX OR 

COYOTE OR POSSESS THE PELT OF A FOX OR COYOTE AT ANY TIME OF YEAR.”;  

 

and in lines 31 and 33, strike “(6)” and “(7)”, respectively, and substitute “(7)” and “(8)”, 

respectively.   

 

AMENDMENT NO. 3 

 

 On page 3, strike in their entirety lines 6 through 7, inclusive; in line 16, strike the 

brackets; in line 17, strike “; AND”; strike in their entirety lines 18 through 19, inclusive; in 

line 22, strike the brackets; in the same line, strike the colon; in line 23, strike “A.

 TURKEY”; in the same line, strike “; AND”; and strike in their entirety lines 24 through 

25, inclusive.     
                                                     

 

 

  


