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The MLLC supports HB0009 - Equity in Transportation Sector - Guidelines and Analyses, 2023

The MLLC is a bipartisan group of Senators and Delegates committed to supporting legislation that
improves the lives of Latinos throughout our state. The MLLC is a crucial voice in the development of
public policy that uplifts the Latino community and benefits the state of Maryland. Thank you for
allowing us the opportunity to express our support of HB0009.

Maryland’s history of inequitable transportation policies (e.g. the cancellation of the Red Line
light rail transit system in the Baltimore area' and the 1-495/1-270 widening plan that would
create toll lanes for those who could pay to bypass traffic?) desperately needs addressing.
Ongoing systematic reviews have shown that transportation is an important social determinant of
health, as transportation barriers disproportionately affect the most vulnerable groups of society
who carry the highest burden of chronic diseases by blocking them from arriving to outpatient
clinic appointments and obtaining medications.’ These vulnerable groups, low-income inner-city
residents who often belong to racial/ethnic minority communities, are less likely to obtain
medical care due to transportation barriers, controlling for socioeconomic status.* In Maryland,
transportation challenges to vulnerable individuals and their families include lack of access to a
vehicle, the rising cost of gas, reliability of public transport, the additional time using public
transportation takes — sometimes adding more than an hour to commute times — and cost (which
for some can mean choosing between going to work or paying for groceries).” For example,
low-income people of color make up the majority of transit users in Baltimore, being more likely
to live in neighborhoods adjacent to high-traffic roadways or heavily trafficked industrial areas,
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meaning they face the highest level of transit-related inequity, not just in terms of commute times
but also when it comes to air pollution and health risks associated with vehicle emissions.®

To address the issues surrounding transportation equity in the state of Maryland, this mandate bill
would require that equity, with a focus on predicting and avoiding rather than fixing problems be
considered when State transportation plans, reports, and goals are developed. It will require the
Maryland Department of Transportation to conduct transit equity analyses according to intermediate
benchmarks and measurable long-term goals; cost-benefit analyses of economic development,
employment, education, health, and environmental justice; and consult with certain communities (e.g.
racial minority communities, low-income communities, disabled riders, riders with limited English
proficiency, transit-reliant riders, and senior riders) before announcing or proposing any major service
change or any reduction or cancellation of a certain capital expansion project in the construction
program.

For these reasons, the Maryland Legislative Latino Caucus respectfully requests a favorable report on
HBO0009.
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