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Restorative Aquaculture
“The intentional use of aquaculture to positively affect ecosystem services” Theuerkauf et al. 2019

The Nature Conservancy 2021



Principles of Restorative Aquaculture

Principle 1: Site farms where environmental benefits can be 
generated.

Principle 2: Culture species that can provide the environmental 
benefits intended.

Principles 3 & 4: Prioritize farming equipment and practices that 
enhance the delivery of environmental benefits.

Principle 5: Strive to farm at an intensity or scale that can enhance 
ecosystem outcomes.





Senate Bill 434

Principle 6: Recognize the social and economic value of the 
environmental benefits provided.

• Pilot program provides restorative aquaculture financial incentives

• Encourages adoption of equipment, practices, and siting that improves 
environmental conditions

• Improves industry resilience to market fluctuations

• May accelerate oyster recovery efforts
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