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Respect....Integrity... Effective Communication

March 28, 2023

Senate Bill 535 — Human Relations — Housing Discrimination — Service Dogs
POSITION: Support

Dear Chairperson Barve, Vice Chairperson Stein, and Members of the
Environment and Transportation Committee.

The Maryland Commission on Civil Rights (“MCCR”; “The Commission™) is the
State agency responsible for the enforcement of laws prohibiting discrimination in
employment, housing, public accommodations, health services, and state contracts
based on race, color, religion, sex, age, national origin, marital status, familial status,
sexual orientation, gender identity, genetic information, physical and mental
disability, and source of income.

Senate Bill 535 proposes amending Section 20-706 of the State Government Article
to add protections against discrimination for disabled individuals who have a service
dog. The bill includes those individuals whose dog is retired from service. These
individuals would be exempt from provisions that prohibit keeping dogs in a rental
property or that require paying any cost to keep the retired service dog.

Service dogs are different than dogs adopted purely as pets. They provide a vital
service to an individual with disabilities. These animals undergo training to perform
their duties and be very well-behaved canine citizens. They perform vital tasks and
lifesaving duties including guiding the blind and aiding the deaf. SB 535 eliminates
a source of discrimination against persons with disabilities in housing.

The Maryland Commission on Civil Rights supports SB 535 with the added
amendments. Thank you for your time and consideration of the information
contained in this letter. MCCR looks forward to the continued opportunity to work
with you to improve and promote civil rights in Maryland.

“Our vision is to have a State that is free from any trace of unlawful discrimination.”
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