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NURSE PRACTITIONER
Association of Maryland “Advocating for Nurse Practitioners since 1992”

The Nurse Practitioner Association of Maryland Inc. (NPAM), OPPOSES the advanced practice
registered nurse compact (APRN Compact).

NPAM strongly opposes the inclusion of 2,080 practice hours as a prerequisite for a
multistate APRN Compact license when nurse practitioners have no current hour requirement
and are safe to practice following graduation and successful completion of their certification
exams.

A post-graduation practice hour requirement would pose a challenge to workforce development in a
time when nursing is so essential. Many states with similar requirements have expressed difficulty
recruiting and retaining nurse practitioners.

The current Compact will create new barriers to providing care in Maryland. In contrast to
Maryland’s allowance of full practice authority for nurse practitioners, the APRN Compact
noticeably excludes controlled substances.

The Compact provides that the APRN Compact Administrators are composed of the head of
each participating state licensing board or that person's designee. It is unacceptable that the
proposed Board would not include an APRN. It is essential that the compact administrators
have a full understanding of the role of an APRN.

Licensure fees will most certainly shift, and it is unknown how this will impact the Maryland
Board of Nursing (MBON) fiscally and how much the Compact Administration Fee will be.
Administratively, the MBON is already over-burdened with work, as is indicated in the long
license renewal wait times and it is unknown what the impact an APRN Compact will have.
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