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February 16, 2023

TO: The Honorable Melony Griffith, Chair
The Honorable Katherine Klausmeier, Vice Chair
Members of the Senate Finance Committee
3 East Miller Senate Office Building
Annapolis, MD 21401

FROM: John Hoctor, Managing Director, Advocacy
American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network
555 11" St. NW, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20004
john.hoctor@cancer.org
(614) 787-0457 (cell)

SUBJECT: SB 259 Business Regulation—Flavored Tobacco Products—Prohibition

POSITION: SUPPORT

The American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN) is the nonprofit, nonpartisan advocacy
affiliate of the American Cancer Society. We support evidence-based policy and legislative solutions
designed to eliminate cancer as a major health problem. On behalf of our constituents, many of whom
have been personally affected by cancer, we stand in strong support of SB 2 B59usiness Regulation—
Flavored Tobacco Products—Prohibition.

Data from the 2019 National Youth Tobacco Survey show youth use of e-cigarettes in high schools
skyrocketed, with a 135% increase over the past two years. Survey results also show that 27.5% of high
school students used e-cigarettes in the last 30 days.! Nearly 64% used mint or menthol flavored e-
cigarettes, only 2% less than fruit flavored products and significantly more than candy flavors.? Research
also shows that 97 percent of current youth e-cigarette users used a flavored product in the past month,
and 70 percent cite flavors as a key reason for their use.

In Maryland, 18.2% of adults use any tobacco product, including 12.5% who use cigarettes.? While 5.0%
of Maryland high school students smoke cigarettes, 6.0% smoke cigars, 4.6% use smokeless tobacco,
and 23% use electronic smoking devices.* We know that most current smokers were enticed to begin
this deadly addiction as youth, and most report beginning with a flavor.
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As a result of targeted marketing, while the use of traditional cigarettes have declined, the sale of
menthol cigarettes have steadily increased, especially among young people and new smokers. Menthol
makes it easier to start smoking by masking the harshness of tobacco smoke. As a result, over half of
youth smokers use menthol cigarettes; among African American youth smokers, seven out of ten use
menthol cigarettes. In addition, there are now over 250 different cigar flavors, and cigars surpass
cigarettes in popularity among high school boys nationwide.

In addition to youth, African American, LatinX, and LGBTQ communities have been heavily targeted with
menthol cigarette marketing. Quitting menthol cigarettes is particularly difficult, so those who initiate
with menthol are more likely to become addicted and less likely to quit. Leaving menthol cigarettes in
our communities is a matter of social justice and leaves those already most impacted by health
disparities vulnerable to the aggressive marketing of the tobacco industry.

The 2020 Surgeon General Smoking Cessation: A Report of the Surgeon General released on January 23,
2020 noted that an “endgame” strategy that could further bolster tobacco cessation would be to restrict
the sale of flavored tobacco products, including menthol.®

Cities across the country have already acted to prohibit the sale of all flavored tobacco products. Over
80 localities in California, Colorado, Minnesota, Massachusetts and New York, and the State of
Massachusetts have done so. And many other communities and states are currently considering similar
proposals. months and years. It's now Maryland’s turn!

| strongly urge you to protect youth from all flavored tobacco products, including flavored cigars,
menthol cigarettes, hookah, and smokeless tobacco and vote “favorably” for this legislation.

Thank you.

Sincerely, John Hoctor
Managing Director, Advocacy
American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network
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