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 The Maryland Assembly on School-Based Health Care is in strong support of Senate Bill 534 – 
Preserve Telehealth Act of 2023.    The bill extends two critical provisions of reimbursement policy for 
Medicaid and state-regulated private plans:  1) required reimbursement for audio-only services; and 2) 
reimbursement parity for telehealth services. 
 
 School-based health centers have used telehealth to reach students both during and after the 
pandemic.  Telehealth has proven effective in supporting students with complex medical needsi, 
behavioral health issues,ii and chronic diseases.iii   Through telehealth, school-based health centers in 
Maryland have been able to implement innovative models to address the needs of students. For 
instance, Howard County has been able to significantly expand access to care through telehealth 
modalities. 
 

We ask for a favorable report on this legislation to ensure Maryland’s telehealth reimbursement 
policies continue.   Audio-only reimbursement is important, as not all families have access to reliable 
broad band services; and payment parity ensures that providers have fair reimbursement to cover their 
costs.  If we can provide any additional information, please contact, Robyn Elliott at (443) 926-3443 or 
relliott@policypartners.net. 
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