Written Testimony Submitted to the
Maryland Senate Finance Committee
By Laura DeMar co, Graduate Assistant
SB 247
State Personnel - Collective Bargaining - Faculty, Part-Time Faculty,
and Graduate Assistants
February 16, 2023

FAVORABLE

Dear Chair Griffith, Vice Chair Klausmeier, and Members of the Finance Committee,

| livein an areawith an extremely high cost of living, and my wages as a graduate assi stant
are not keeping up. Despite having one of the better-paid positions on campus (by amile), |
often have to skip meals at work because | cannot afford to pay for lunches. | also find
myself petrified of my living situation. | can barely afford to live where | do, but moving
back with my parents would jeopardize my education. | can afford to stay, but | have
nowhereto go.

Sincerely,

LauraDeMarco

Graduate Assistant

Libraries

University of Maryland, College Park

7649 S. Library Lane, College Park, MD 20742
readlankester@gmail.com

This written testimonial has been submitted on behalf of the author by
UMD FSE (umdgradworkers.org) and UMD AAUP (umdaaup.org)
Please contact us umdaaup@gmail.com FearlessStudentEmployees@gmail.com if you have any questions.





