BOSTON PLAUT

Attorneys at Law

February 7, 2023

The Honorable Chairwoman Melony Griffith
The Senate Finance Committee

RE: SB 145 — State Board of Social Work Examiners — Temporary License to
Practice Social Work
Position: SUPPORT

Dear Madam Chair Griffith, Madam Vice-Chair Klausmeier, and esteemed Members of the
Senate Finance Committee,

On behalf of Pressley Ridge, I urge a favorable report on the above legislation. Pressley
Ridge is a private non-profit organization that provides foster care support to families and youth
in Maryland. We applaud Senator Chris West for sponsoring this legislation.

The purpose of this written testimony is to focus on other stales’ temporary licensing
process, as well as explain how current licensing boards in Maryland issue temporary licenses.

I. Other States

There are currently 24 states that allow temporary licensure for social workers. Here are
some examples that are analogous lo HB 103/SB 145:

Indiana' - Allows temporary permits for up to 12 months, or until you pass the test.
Indiana allows a temporary license to practice prior to passing a licensing exam.

Wisconsin? - In the statute, it states that The social worker section may issue a
temporary certificate permitting the use of the title “social worker" to an individual who pays the
fee and who meets all the qualifications for the social worker certificate except for passing the
required examinations.

1 gocial Work Licensing in Indiana - National Assaciation Of Social Workers Indiana Chapter (naswin.or
2 hitps://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/mpsw/3
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West Virginia® - This is a temporary license for applicants who have never taken the state
social work exam, but hold a certain accredited degree in social work (BSW or MSW) - OR - are
enrolled in their final semester prior to graduation leading to their degree in social work.

Texas — See attached application for temporary license. Included on the application is
language that sates that the temporary license is “valid until the licensee attempts the appropriate
examination, or at the end of the six-month issuance of the temporary license.”

Connecticut® - The Department may issue a temporary permit to an applicant for
licensure as a master's level social worker who holds a master's degree from an accredited social
work educational program but who has not yet taken the licensure examination.

IL. Other Boards in Maryland

In addition to the above states that allow for temporary licenses to practice social work,
Maryland already allows several other professionals to practice their respective occupations with
a temporary license. For example, Maryland Department of Health Board of Occupational
Therapy®, and the Maryland Board of Nursing®.

As you can see above, this passing SB 145 is not precedent setting because it is already
commonplace to issue temporary licenses in Maryland, and temporary social work licenses
across the U.S.

Thank you for your time and we encourage the Committee to support a favorable report

on SB145.
//I.
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Ari M. Plaut, E{{q.
Boston Plaut Law Offices
On Behalf of Pressley Ridge

3 \West Virginia Board of Social Work > Licensure > License Types > Temporary Permit
(wvsocialworkboard.org)

4 hitps://portal.ct. gov/DPH/Practitioner-Licensing-—-Investigations/Masters-L evel-Social-Worker/Temporary-
Permit#:~ text=The%20Department%20may%20issue%20a,yet%20taken%20the %20licensure%20exami
nation.

5 https://health.maryland.gov/botp/Pages/temporary _application.aspx

6 https://mbon.maryland.qov/Pages/licensure-by-endorsement.aspx




TEXAS BEHAVIORAL HEALTH EXECUTIVE COUNCIL .»’fi:" N

TEXAS STATE BOARD OF SOCIAL WORKER EXAMINERS (H : 7{/ _ \
Application for Social Worker Temporary License \\HJ, |
Name
Address
City, State, Zip
Email
Phonc: I SSN: DOB:
Social Work Degree (BSW or MSW): ___ Conferral Date:

University Namec:

By submitting this application, I affirm that T have read and understand Chapter 781 of the Texas
Administrative Code (the Board’s Rules). 1 further understand that:

o A person holding a temporary license must take the designated cxamination within six months of issuance of
the temporary license.

o The temporary license is valid until the licensee attempts the appropriate examination or the end of the six -
month issuance of the temporary license.

e A person holding a temporary license must display the license at the licensee's place of business and must
use the appropriate licensed title or initials followed by the word "Tempora ry" in all professional usc of the
licensee's name.

e Should the applicant take and fail the examination, the temporary license is no longer valid. The applicant
must immediately ceasc and desist from using the temporary license and title, and retumn the license
certificate to the Council.

e Should the applicant pass the examination, the Council will issuc the license or specialty recognition. A
temporary licensc holder who has passed the licensing examination continues to be temporarily licensed
until the Council issues a regular license or the temporary license expires.

e A person who failed the examination and is without a valid temporary license may retake the examination
under §781.412 of this title (relating to Examination Requircment).

e A temporary license will not be granted to an applicant who has held a temporary license for the same
license category previously within his/her lifetime.

Signature Date

Required Documentation:

e Complete, Signed Application

e Application Fee (check, money order). See 22 TAC 885.1 for a list of the fee amounts.

e Proof of exam registration from ASWB

e Proof of complction of Texas Jurisprudence Exam for Social Workers

e Official transcript showing conferral of degrec-must be sent directly to the board from your
university (via regular mail or via email to transcripts(@bhec.texas.gov)

« Self-query report from NPDB (must be received in sealed envelope from NPDB or by
sccure .pdt) httpsy/www.npdb.hrsa.gov
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