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This is a written testimony Favorable with Amendment to bill HB699. My name is Phoebe Liou
and at the age of 16, I was accepted to the University of Connecticut (UConn) to study
Biological Sciences on the pre-med/pre-dental track. During my freshman year, I was a 2021
Babbidge Scholar (representing top 5% of my entire college), a Mortensen Scholar, twice on the
Dean's List, an Honors Program student, a Technology Incubation Program Research Fellow, a
Werth Innovator, and part of the American Association of Neurosurgery Student Chapter. Due to
the Covid-19 mandates, $23,000 of the merit scholarships I earned were canceled, I was
refused class registration, and forcibly separated from the university I loved.

When the COVID-19 vaccine was mandated, it caused me great psychological distress to
accept such a novel treatment permanently into my body and neither my family nor I were in the
risk group for Covid-19. In fact, UConn Fall 2021 Covid-19 dashboards reported a 0.00387%
positivity rate on my campus. I was also a student with disabilities, so I requested an exemption
on the basis of my clinical diagnosis’ and was granted one stating “Surveillance testing
recommended” on August 13, 2021 [Exhibit A]. On September 17, 2021, Covid-19 testing was
made mandatory for unvaccinated students. The testing time conflicted with my class, so I was
unable to make testing to keep my grades and my merit scholarships. But in the middle of my
third semester, my University threatened to restrict my education and cancel my scholarships
[Exhibit B-D]. I was just 17 years old. In sexual abuse cases, this would be concered corercion.

Without my consent, I was subjected to the search and seizure of my genetic information at the
cost of losing my education. This led me to panicking and getting 2 of the tests provided by
UConn on November 10 and November 17, 2021. The testing package had printed, “Innovative
DNA Collection Devices. For research use only. Not for use in diagnostic procedures”. [Exhibit
E]. Because Covid-19 testing was not required in the exemption I was granted and it was an
Emergency Use Authorization product, and because I have sincere beliefs, disabilities, and
multiple concerns for the usage and privacy of my genetic information – I did not take it. I was
taught and believe that my body is a temple of the Holy Spirit and I have the responsibility to
protect it. I will not be used for medical experimentation. Yet, my college failed to respect my
bodily autonomy, clinical disabilities, and religious beliefs.

I requested a Covid-19 testing exemption on the same basis as the vaccine, both Emergency
Use Authorization products. I wrote letters to the administration from Student Health and
Wellness, to the Provost, to speaking before the Board of Trustees and President twice, yet
nobody could relieve me of my concerns. In fact, my last letter to the Executive Director of
Student Health and Wellness was met with silence.



I felt degraded and presumptively treated as diseased, like a leper. I struggled with my mental
health, on top of trying to get an accommodation to stay in school, on top of maintaining my
grades and honors classes (which were all A’s). I felt like I had a blinking red sign on my
forehead that said, “Dirty, Contaminated, Unvaccinated”. I felt so ashamed to be different. My
anxiety was debilitating and I was having daily mental breakdowns. I was crying in front of my
mother, it was getting close to finals, and this situation stole my focus on coursework. I
contemplated the suicide hotline often. But my school did not care, and my fate was sealed.

On January 28th, 2022, I was “canceled from the University”. On January 31st, 2022, $23,000
of the merit scholarships I earned were officially canceled.

My school’s motto is “Students First” and UConn was committed to values of diversity, inclusion,
equal opportunities, and freedom of academic inquiry and expression. Yet I was not welcomed
or included. I was forced to leave because I have disabilities and sincerely held beliefs.

As research has shown, subjecting only exempted individuals to Covid-19 testing is
discriminatory because it is not based on scientific rationale. The CDC and CDC’s MMWR data
has confirmed that both the vaccinated and unvaccinated are at equal risk of contracting
COVID-19 due to “similarly high SARS-CoV-2 viral loads in vaccinated and unvaccinated
people”. A MedRxiv study discovered that “Vaccinated and unvaccinated individuals have
similar viral loads”.

In fact, the FDA stated that they have no data on “how long the vaccine will provide protection,
nor is there evidence that the vaccine prevents transmission of SARS-CoV-2 from person to
person”. The NY State (NYS) Supreme Court deemed the NYS Dept. of Health’s Covid-19
vaccine mandate for healthcare workers is “null, void, and of no effect” and “arbitrary and
capricious” as Covid-19 vaccines do not stop transmission, vitiating any rational basis for a
mandate.

However, it’s now known that Covid-19 vaccines do not merely prevent transmission, but they
also may cause serious risk and injury. A risk-benefit article in the British Medical Journal also
found that “Booster mandates in young adults are expected to cause a net harm: per COVID-19
hospitalisation prevented, we anticipate at least 18.5 serious adverse events from mRNA
vaccines” [Exhibit F]. The FDA reports 22 categories of adverse events, including myocarditis,
seizures, strokes, and death [Exhibit G]. Pfizer’s safety analysis data shows 42,086 case reports
within 90 days between December 2020-February 2021, with 1223 fatalities. This autopsy
[Exhibit H] of two teen boys from my state and this autopsy [Exhibit I] show that these are not
quack studies, they demonstrate that these adverse events are real risks of the Covid-19
vaccine.

In fact, my friend Cody Hudson who is suffering from vaccine-induced pulmonary embolism took
a Covid nucleocapsid test proving he had no natural Covid exposure prior injury. Medical tests
showed repeated, off-the-charts, anti-cardio lipin panels, a sign that he developed
antiphospholipid syndrome and anti-PEG antibodies, both components of the Pfizer mRNA lipid
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shell. He used to run 5 miles a day. Now he walks with a cane and lives in pain daily. If his
college mandated vaccines and boosters, he would have to leave and stop pursuing his
dreams. [Exhibit J]

Due to Covid-19 vaccines and testing mandates at my college, I was forced to leave because I
have disabilities and sincerely held beliefs. I was not allowed to take online classes and
separated from my University, along with $23,000 of merit scholarships being canceled. I
experienced loss of academic progress, opportunities, and scholarships that would have helped
me flourish as a young individual. I was not welcomed or included despite a positivity rate of
0.00387% on my campus. I seeked help from a counselor after my school stopped providing me
with mental health care. This segregation caused me immense psychological distress, relapses
on my clinical disorders previously in partial remission, reuptake of medication, suicidal ideation,
and I have had to meet weekly with my counselor for a year, even after being forced to leave my
school. I felt like I had no future to live for anymore and I constantly prayed for God to give me
strength to fight the voices in my head telling me I am worthless, a failure, and better off gone
from this earth.

I wish that no other college student suffers what Cody and I have suffered, whether physically or
psychologically, whether from vaccine injury or from discrimination. And since we now know that
both vaccinated and unvaccinated individuals are at equal risk of contracting Covid-19, the
Covid-19 vaccines do not prevent transmission and may inflict serious risk, college mandates
should be reassessed based on updated Omicron-era data to prevent unnecessary suffering.
Unfortunately, I am not the only student who has unnecessarily suffered due to mandates and
thus, my testimony is Favorable with Amendment to bill HB699. I wish for more transparency on
the risk and benefit of mandates. I wish for the freedom to make a choice for our body without
being deprived of our education, our happiness, or our livelihoods.
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