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Char Pefa-Melnyk and Members of the Committes,

T'hwu\ you for the chance 50 testify in support of House B 283, Our Navmes oo Do
Wamer and Aanika Bala)l We are 5000-50-De-marmed rosdonts of District 40 ‘We me
SUDMIthing s testimony In support of HB 283, the Trans Health Equity Act which

would expand Manfand Madicaid 10 cover Mesaving gendar-affirming care

The Trans Health Equity Act (THEA) addresses a criical gap in the healthcare of

ransgender Marylanders by ensuring Medicaxd coverage for gender
alfiming healthcare, Currently, Mantand Medicaid excludes many gender-atfeming

peoceduras. There &5 consensus n the medical community that these procedures are
meodically nocessary and reduce suicide, abuse, discrimination, and harassment. THEA
I8 8 low-cost solution that improves the quality of ife of trans Marylanders, brings
Maryland Medicaid into compliance with federal law, and meets current medical

stangards,

The more happy, unique perspectives we have in society, the better. This remans true
across the spectrum of communities, organizations, and entire felds, such as science

andior healihcare. We must allow the individuals to make informed decisions that are
medically necassary to maximize happiness, and thus promote for the detterment of all
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