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The Honorable Joseline A. Pefia-Melnyk

Chair, House Health and Government Operations Committee
Room 241, House Office Building

Annapolis, MD 21401-1991

RE: HB 1232 - Health Occupations — Pharmacists — Administration of Vaccines — Letter of
Support

Dear Chair Pefia-Melnyk and Committee Members:

The Maryland Department of Health (MDH) submits this letter of support for House Bill (HB)
1232 - Health Occupations — Pharmacists — Administration of Vaccines. HB 1232 extends the
current state and federal authority of pharmacists who meet certain training and other
requirements to administer vaccinations to children ages three years old and older.

Vaccinations are one of the most important public health interventions. Pharmacists have
demonstrated that they can safely administer vaccinations to children as young as three years
old." While coverage rates for routine childhood vaccines are relatively high in Maryland
compared to other states, gaps still exist.> One method to address gaps is ensuring access to
vaccinations at convenient times and locations.’ Pharmacies are located throughout the state,
including in areas with a lack of pediatricians or other health care providers. Pharmacies also
often operate after the usual hours of some medical practices, making them convenient settings
for vaccinations for working parents and adults.*

In other states, questions have been raised about communication between pharmacists providing
vaccinations and physicians caring for patients. However, in Maryland, pharmacists
administering vaccinations are required to report vaccinations to the state’s immunization
information system, ImmuNet, where providers and their patients can access immunization
history. Based on data obtained from ImmuNet, 98% of vaccine doses reported by pharmacists
are available within ImmuNet within seven days which suggest information is readily available
to other health care care providers.
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MDH believes that pharmacists can safely expand access to a range of vaccines and are
important in strengthening Maryland’s immunization infrastructure by addressing vaccination
gaps and inequities in our state.

If you would like to discuss this further, please contact Megan Peters, Acting Director of
Governmental Affairs at megan.peters@maryland.gov or (410) 260-3190.

Sincerely,
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Laura Herrera Scott M.D., M.P.H.
Secretary
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