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Testimony in Favor or HB 0370

6888th Central Postal Directory Battalion Day

Chair Pena-Melynk, Vice Chair Ariana Kelly and members of the Health and Government 
Operations Committee 

I am writing to respectfully request a favorable report on House Bill 0370 which proposes to 
establish a day of recognition for the 688th Central Postal Directory Battalion. As a proud, life-long 
resident of Maryland, the CEO of Maryland’s oldest Black-owned business, and a supporter of our 
nation's veterans, I believe that this legislation is an important way to honor the sacrifices and 
service of these brave women—one of whom was my aunt Vashti Murphy Matthews. 

The 688th Central Postal Directory Battalion was a crucial part of our military's efforts during World 
War II, providing essential mail services to American troops stationed overseas. These soldiers 
worked tirelessly to ensure that letters and packages from home made their way to the front lines, 
bringing comfort and connection to those who were fighting for our country's freedom. Their 
motto was “no mail, low morale.” 

Despite the vital role that the 688th played in the war effort, their contributions have often been 
overlooked or forgotten. That is why I believe that it is so important to establish a day of 
recognition for this remarkable battalion, to honor their service and sacrifice and to ensure that 
their legacy is remembered by future generations.

The AFRO was instrumental in identifying these brave soldiers by publishing many of their names, 
as well as nearly 50 stories about their service (see selected examples below). By establishing a day 
to honor the 688th Central Postal Directory Battalion, we can show our appreciation for their 
selflessness and dedication and ensure that their story is told for years to come. I urge you to 
support Maryland HB370 and help to recognize the important contributions of these American 
sheroes.

Thank you for your consideration.

Kind regards, 

Frances Murphy Draper
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AFRO’s Murphy-Matthews 
Among Those Honored For WWII 
Service 

by AFRO StaffDecember 20, 2018 

By Mark F. Gray, AFRO Staff Writer, mgray@afro.com 

Despite the racism and oppression from a nation that 
treated them as something other than full citizens, the 
hidden figures of World War II proved to be a group of 
resilient African American women who fought to serve 
a nation reluctant to give them the chance.  The 
unheralded soldiers were finally given their honor for 
service to the United States military with a member of 
the AFRO’s founding family among them. 

Among 855 soldiers honored for their service is Vashti 
Murphy-Matthews, one of the five daughters of Carl 
Murphy, who was AFRO Publisher from 1922-
1967.  Vashti rarely talked to her children about her 
experiences during the war but influenced her son 
Rodger Matthews to become a career soldier who 
retired as a Lieutenant Colonel after 25 years in the 
U.S. Army. 

 

Members of the Murphy-Matthews family stand in 
front of the statue honoring the 688th U.S. Army Postal 

Directory Battalion. L to R. Kamryn Matthews-Williams 
(great grand-daughter), Rodger (son), Rodger M. 
Matthews (grandson), Carol D. Matthews (spouse of 
son Rodger Matthews), Dr. Rayna Whetstone 
(granddaughter). (Courtesy Photo) 

“We couldn’t be prouder of what our mother did to 
serve this country,” Matthews tells the AFRO.  “She was 
extremely proud to have worn the uniform and it’s 
beyond words to describe this honor that was long 
overdue for her and all the ladies of the 
6888th battalion.” 

Matthews, a 1974 graduate of Morgan State, was 
encouraged by his mother to join the College’s ROTC 
on campus which was during the height of the 
Vietnam War.  Her guidance was his motivation to 
become an aviator for three decades. 

 

Vashti Murphy Matthews, Robert William Matthews III 
(US Coast Guard, WWII) (Courtesy Photo) 

“She knew that if I graduated after serving in ROTC at 
Morgan, I could enter the military as an officer,” 
Matthews adds. 

https://afro.com/author/afro-staff/
mailto:mgray@afro.com
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The ladies of the 6888th U.S. Army Postal Directory 
Battalion were remembered for their contributions to 
the victorious war efforts with a monument that was 
dedicated in their honor during ceremonies 
November 30 at the Buffalo Soldier Monument Park in 
Fort Leavenworth, Ks.  The statue features a 25-inch 
Bronze bust of the unit’s Commanding Officer, Lt. Col. 
Charity Adams (Earley).  Its eight black granite panels 
highlight the unit’s lineage, and on the back panel is 
an alphabetical list, by states, of the original group of 
855 African American ladies assigned to the unit 
during the war. 

 

Vashti Murphy Matthews children who attended the 
memorial ceremony. Rodger Murphy Matthews (LTC 
Ret), Martha Elizabeth Murphy Matthews Schuler (aka 
Betty Schuler). (Courtesy Photo) 

This battalion was stationed between Birmingham, 
England, Rouen and Paris, France.  Their role was vital 
to the United States soldier’s psyche as they faced 
perilous conditions while assisting in the defense of 
democracy overseas.  The “six triple eight”, as they 
were known, were instrumental in successfully fulfilling 
the mission to sort and clear a more than two-year 
backlog of mail in the European Theater of Operations 
(ETO). 

Helping ensure the mail was delivered to troops 
during the international upheaval made this 
Battalion’s impact pivotal.  After limited contact with 
friends and family back home, motivation for the 
troops was hard to come by.  Their assignment was to 
sort and redirect the delivery of the millions of 
backlogged letters and packages that had all but 
ceased to be delivered before their arrival. 

 

6888th Postal Bn, photo taken in Great Britain, Vashti is 
middle row, 4th from left. (Courtesy Photo) 

The resilience of the women who stuck to the motto, 
“no mail, no morale” was tested.  When they arrived in 
Europe the ladies worked in converted aircraft 
hangars with no heat during an extremely cold 
winter.  The 6888th Battalion was segregated and 
wasn’t allowed to sleep, shower or eat in the same 
facilities as the other female personnel or 
soldiers.  They still managed to devise a system that 
got the stacks of mail that were packed into three air 
hangars, delivered by creating and maintaining 
information cards for soldiers. Each shift averaged 
65,000 pieces of mail processed, which cleaned out 
the backlog in just three months. 

“She would be proud of all the ladies who sacrificed 
themselves to improve the morale of soldiers by their 
efforts to clean out the European Theatre,” Matthews 
said. 
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Remembering the Instrumental 
Black Women Who Served in 
WWII 

by Special to the AFROFebruary 16, 2018 

Years’ worth of backlog mail was stacked from floor to 
ceiling in warehouses throughout Birmingham, 
England in February 1945. The letters and packages 
were sent from loved ones to soldiers in the European 
Theater of Operations (ETO) of World War II. 

Organized to tackle the problem, the 6888th Central 
Postal Directory Battalion, an all-Black, all female 
military unit was formed, but not without conflict. Also 
nicknamed, “The Six-Triple Eight,” the unit’s 
determination to overcome strife and complete their 
mission resonated with Edna Cummings, a retired 
Colonel of the United States Army. 

 

Millie Dunn Veasey, 100, served as a staff sergeant with 
the 6888th Central Postal Directory Battalion, 
becoming a military trailblazer, educator, and Civil 
Rights icon. (Courtesy Photos) 

“It was more than just standing up to the officers and 
the Red Cross in Europe . . . this started back in the 
United States when Black women were fighting for 
equality,” Cummings told the AFRO, referring to the 
concerns that led to the Civil Rights Movement of the 
1960s. 

The Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps was converted into 
the Women’s Army Corps (WAC) and was created by 
a law signed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt on July 
1, 1943. 

First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt along with civil rights 
leader and advisor to the War Department, Dr. Mary 
McLeod Bethune, championed for the inclusion of 
Black women in WAC to serve overseas. 

In November 1944, the War Department “acquiesced” 
or reluctantly agreed to enlist Black women according 
to the Women of the 6888th website, a subset of The 
Buffalo Soldier Educational and Historical Committee. 

The postal battalion consisted of 824 enlisted 
personnel and 31 officers, all Black, who were recruited 
from the WAC, the Army Service Forces, and the Army 
Air Forces. Major (later Lieutenant Colonel) Charity 
Adams Earley was selected to command the 
battalion. 

“They went to the recruitment station and they were 
barred from applying, one lady had to move to 
Washington just to apply so this was the beginning of 
a civil rights movement that people don’t talk about,” 
Cummings said. 

Cummings, also a member of the Buffalo Soldier 
committee in the East Coast, Washington D.C. area, 
explained how the military has been on the forefront 
of integration. “Before the formal movement of 
integration happened in terms of what history talks 
about Civil Rights Movement made it a law to 

https://afro.com/author/special-to-the-afro/
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discriminate,” Cummings told the AFRO. “You had a 
whole fraction, a group of Black women, Mary McLeod 
Bethune, with the help of Roosevelt and his 
commander standing up for the rights of these 
women,” she said. 

On February 3, 1945, the postal battalion boarded the 
ship, the Ile de France, headed to Britain and later 
arrived in Glasgow, Scotland. The women travelled by 
train to Birmingham, England for their first assignment. 
“I personally feel that when they boarded those ships 
to Europe they parted the ocean so the rest of us 
could follow through,” Cummings said. 

Their motto of “No Mail, Low Morale” served as 
motivation to get the undelivered mail to their 
appropriate recipients. Work was constant as the unit 
members were organized into three separate shifts, 
seven days a week. Still a segregated unit, the women 
had to eat and sleep in different locations from the 
White male soldiers. 

The American Red Cross did not welcome the Black 
WACs and in turn Major Adams refused their offer of 
equipment for a separate recreational facility. When 
the back log of mail was cleared, the postal battalion 
sailed to France on June 9, 1945. They arrived in Le 
Havre and then took a train to Rouen where they 
encountered another back log of mail in which they 
cleared, too. 

In October 1945 the 6888th moved to Paris where their 
officers were quartered in the Hôtel États-Unis, and 
the enlisted women were quartered in the Hôtel Bohy-
Lafayette. Due to the end of World War II, the battalion 
was reduced by nearly 300 personnel, with over 200 
more women eligible for discharge in January 1946. By 
February 1946, the remainder of the unit returned to 
the United States and was disbanded at Fort Dix, New 
Jersey. 

The women were college educated and went on to 
pursue successful careers and remain active activists 
for civil rights of Blacks. “So, you have very highly 
skilled, highly educated population who came back 
and became active in the community,” Cummings 
said. 

However, upon their return, Cummings noted that the 
women did not receive any acknowledgement of their 
service. 

As a member of The Buffalo Soldier Educational and 
Historical Committee, Cummings is working to help 
build a monument in honor of the women who served 
in The Six -Triple Eight. 

The committee’s goal is to raise $70,000 by the end of 
May. Once $70,000 is raised, the process of building 
the monument and requesting proper paperwork 
from the secretary of the Army can occur. 

Cummings said the monument is an act of, “gratitude 
and appreciation for their hard work.” 

She believes these women have paved the way for 
others to partake in opportunities. 

“If it hadn’t been for their contributions we wouldn’t 
have the success that we have not just for White 
women or Blacks, but for the underrepresented 
population in society as a whole,” Cummings said. 
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President Biden signs 
Congressional Gold Medal Honor 
into law for women of 6888th 
Central Postal Directory Battalion 
by Deborah Bailey Special to the AFROMarch 21, 2022 

 

Members of the 6888th battalion stand in formation in 
Birmingham, England, in 1945. The women cleared a 
backlog of mail that reconnected the lines of 
communication for millions of service members. (U.S. 
Army Women's Museum via AP, File) 

By Deborah Bailey, 
Special to the AFRO 

President Joe Biden signed into law this week 
legislation passed by Congress last month awarding 
the Congressional Gold Medal to the Black Women 
members of the 6888th Central Postal Directory 
Battalion.  

The iconic women’s military unit known as the “Six 
Triple Eight” of the Women’s Army Corps served in the 
US and Europe where they sorted and routed mail for 
millions of American service members and civilians.  

Legislation honoring the Six Triple Eight was sponsored 
by Senators Jerry Moran (R-Kan) and   Jacky Rosen 
(D-Nev.) in the Senate and Congresswoman Gwen 

Moore (WI-04) and Congressman Jake LaTurner (KS-
02) in the House of Representatives. 

 “I wish more of the 6888th members were here, and I 
hope that I’m still here. That will be a great day,” said 
6888th veteran Ms. Lena King, in anticipation of the 
ceremony that will be held at a later date. 

Captain Abbie N. Campbell and Major Charity Adams 
inspect the first contingent of African American WACs 
sent overseas shortly after their arrival in England, 15 
February 1945. (National Archives) 

“The Congressional Gold Medal is the nation’s 
gratitude for the 6888th Battalion and the thousands 
of African American women who served in the Army 
during WWII,” said Col. Edna W. Cummings, 6888th 
Advocate.  

“Their service will never be forgotten as soldiers and 
trailblazers for gender and racial equality,” Cummings 
added. 

“The women of the Six Triple Eight have earned a 
special place in history for their service to our nation, 
and as of today, their sacrifice is enshrined into law 
with the highest distinction Congress can 
bestow,” said Sen. Moran.  

https://afro.com/author/deborah-bailey-special-to-the-afro/
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“I’m pleased that legislation to award the Six Triple 
Eight with the Congressional Gold Medal is officially 
signed into law. After eight decades, these brave 
women will finally get the recognition they deserve for 
their heroic service to our nation during World War 
II,” said Rep. LaTurner. 

WACs from the 6888th Central Postal Directory 
Battalion take part in a parade in Rouen, France, on 27 
May 1945, following a ceremony honoring Joan of Arc. 
(National Archives) 

“I am beaming knowing that the Six Triple Eight 
Congressional Gold Medal Act is now signed into law,” 
said Rep. Moore, whose district includes living 6888th 
member Anne Mae Wilson Robertson. “I also want to 
thank the advocates whose work ensures that this 
story of sacrifice was not lost to history,” she said.  

“After eight decades, these brave women will finally 
get the recognition they deserve for their heroic 
service to our nation during World War II,” said Rep. 
LaTurner.  

Living members of the women’s battalion will join with 
their families for the Congressional Gold Medal 
Ceremony honoring the unit. The Medal is the highest 

expression of national appreciation for distinguished 
achievements and contributions. 

The process will begin with the design of a special 
coin by the US Mint in collaboration with advocates of 
the Six Triple Eight Unit. The process can take up to a 
year.  

Once the coin has been commissioned, formal 
planning of the Congressional Gold Medal 
Ceremonies will begin.  
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