5043 Thunder Hill Road
Columbia, Maryland 21045
March 3, 2023

Dear Members of the Maryland Legislative House:

I am writing in favor of HB0863 and suggesting an amendment to remove all time limits for
appeal.

My godson, Clarence Edward Woods lll, known to me as Eddie, was murdered in November
2008. His homicide has never been legitimately investigated. It's reasonable to look at the
information | have gathered and conclude he was murdered because of his skin — he was a
black man.

Under the foul, racist leadership of Dr. David Fowler at the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
and Chief James Teare with the Anne Arundel Police, Eddie’s murder was criminally
misdocumented as a suicide. | am keeping this letter brief, but | am available to meet with any
member of the house to share additional information on this matter — just contact me.

The Office of the Chief Medical Examiner of Maryland is notorious for rampant corruption,
including rubber stamping onto reports whatever manner of death police claim. It wasn’t just Dr.
Fowler, and it wasn’t just white employees — the staffing composition of the entire office should
have been completely changed.

It's too much to expect grieving families to have all of the information they need to follow a
process they know nothing about, and to do that within a time frame so close to the death of
their loved one.

Although the bill uses the wording, “Except in a case of a finding of homicide,...” the problem is
when the office knows the death was a homicide but refuses to acknowledge it. Their corruption
shouldn’t be able to win just because of an arbitrary time limit.

The real problem that hasn’t been acknowledged is the level of corruption and the rampant
rubber stamping at the medical examiner’s office. It's systemic. The legislature shouldn’t put a
time limit on the public’s ability to work through that corruption.

Attached please see an article about my godson’s death.

Thank you for considering my personal experience with this issue.

Sincerely,
Kristine Lockwood



" Eddie Woods was a lively, outgo-
" ing musician with a rising career
" and close friends, so when Anne
" Arundel police said the 22-year-old
" had taken his own life, his family
' refused to believe it.

.~ “He had everything to live for,”
- said Kristine Lockwood, of Colum-
| bia, who gathered more than 300
b signatures petitioning police to re-
L investigate the Nov. 23 death of her
» godson, Clarence “Eddie” Woods III,
- of Glen Burnie.

“It’s possible that this was an
accidental homicide, and it’s pos-
sible that it was intentional” she
said.

“By not investigating the death,

i police are perpetuating urban vio-
b lence. If it’s this easy to get away
-~ with killing someone, then why
| not?”

Lockwood said police ruled the
| death a suicide after briefly ques-
tioning the only witness, Alyssa
' Jackson, 16, of Pasadena, who

didn’t call 911 immediately and was
allowed to leave the scene after giv-
ing an oral statement. :

Police never tested the girl’s
| hands for gunshot residue, which
| could have indicated whether she
' fired the weapon, Lockwood said.
| Any evidence of gunshot residue
| on Woods’ hand would likely have

been destroyed while he was receiv-
ing medical attention, she added.d
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http://www _baltimoreexaminer.com/opinion/1214emsedit_html

10 Worst Ideas of the Week
Shoddy police work

The family of a dead man had to beg police to investigate their son's death.

The details: The Anne Arundel police really screwed this one up. They
let the only person who witnessed Eddie Woods' death go without
extensive questioning or testing her for gunshot residue. She even
delayed calling 911 and somehow failed to arouse suspicion. It's great
that police finally reopened the case, but it's what they should have
done in the first place.



	In favor of HB0863 with amendment .pdf (p.1)
	In favor of HB0863 with amendment - supporting material.pdf (p.2-3)

