
March 30, 2023

The Honorable Luke Clippinger
Chair, House Judiciary Committee
Room 101, House Office Building
Annapolis, MD 21401-1991

RE: SB 546 (3rd) – Criminal Procedure - Medical Emergency - Immunity – Letter of
Information

Dear Chair Clippinger and Committee Members:

The Maryland Department of Health (MDH) respectfully submits this letter of information for
Senate Bill (SB) 546 (3rd) – Criminal Procedure - Medical Emergency - Immunity. This bill
addresses legal protections for people experiencing an opioid overdose or another medical
emergency resulting from drug or alcohol consumption.

Over 200 lives are lost to unintentional overdose in Maryland each month.1 The potential for
criminal charges can deter Marylanders from calling 911 to seek necessary medical assistance in
an overdose emergency.2 SB 546 will address this concern and enable people to seek necessary
medical attention in an overdose emergency. The change will address a long-standing gap in
Maryland’s otherwise comprehensive Good Samaritan Law (Annotated Code of Maryland,
Criminal Procedure §1-210) by providing persons experiencing a medical emergency with
explicit immunity.

If you would like to discuss this further, please do not hesitate to contact Megan Peters, Acting
Director of Governmental Affairs at megan.peters@maryland.gov or (410) 260-3190.

Sincerely,

Laura Herrera Scott, M.D., M.P.H.
Secretary
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