
February 16, 2023

Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Elizabeth Rewolinski and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses
to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion
picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I love to watch the outside movies and eat the delicious popcorn, and once wearing the googled
glasses that annoyed my nose. I stopped going there. When I was a college student in 1980, I
used to go to foreign movies that had subtitles and I enjoyed it very much. Why can we have a
normal life by going to movies like hearing would watch when the open- captions is there.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 400.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Rewolinski
brewolinski@facebook.com



February 16, 2023

Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is MaryAnn Richmond, and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses
to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion
picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

We, the deaf and hard of hearing people, pay the same admission fee as the people who can hear
to watch movies which do not give us access to voices spoken. That’s not equitable.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 400.

Sincerely,

MaryAnn Richmond
deafmousie@gmail.com



        February 16, 2023 

   

Judicial Proceedings Committee 

2 East 

Miller Senate Office Building 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee: 

  

My name is Rebecca Rienzi, and I am Hearing. I live in Baltimore County.    

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator 
Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses 
to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion 
picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

I am the Executive Director of Pathfinders for Autism, a statewide autism organization that 

serves over 17,000 Maryland residents each year. Individuals with autism utilize varied 

communication supports, including captioning. We support making movie theaters in the state 

accessible for all Maryland residents.  

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

SB 400. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Rebecca Rienzi  

rrienzi@pfamd.org 

 



February 16, 2023

Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Maribel Robertson, and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses
to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion
picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

My husband, my son, and I are deaf. We love to go to the movie theater. It is much easier to view
movies with open captions on the screen. The available caption allows the deaf community to
enjoy watching movie captions.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 400.

Sincerely,
Maribel Robertson
maribelr03@gmail.com



February 16, 2023

Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Adrianna Rocha, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses
to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion
picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 400.

Sincerely,
Adrianna Rocha
akalianx4@gmail.com



February 16, 2023

Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Gabriel Rubinstein, Attorney, and I am Hearing. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses
to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion
picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 400.

Sincerely,
Gabriel Rubinstein, Attorney
GabrielR@DisabilityRightsMD.org



         February 16, 2023 

   

Judicial Proceedings Committee 

2 East 

Miller Senate Office Building 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee: 

  

My name is Millie Russo, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.    

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator 

Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses 

to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion 

picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

SB 400. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Millie Russo 

Akronite48@gmail.com 

 



        February 16, 2023 

   

Judicial Proceedings Committee 

2 East 

Miller Senate Office Building 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee: 

  

My name is Paula Schauer, Au.D., CCC-A and I am Hearing. I live in Anne Arundel County.    

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator 

Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses 

to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion 

picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Individuals experiencing hearing related disability should be provided equitable access to any 

source of entertainment. I support this bill as amplification and hearing assistive technology is 

not the only means hearing impaired and deaf individuals access. They should be afforded 

accurate captioning to support their enjoyment of movies presented in public venues. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

SB 400. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Paula Schauer, Au.D., CCC-A 

paula.schauer@pgcps.org 

 



         February 16, 2023 

   

Judicial Proceedings Committee 

2 East 

Miller Senate Office Building 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee: 

  

My name is Trina Schooley, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.    

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator 
Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses 
to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion 
picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

SB 400. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Trina Schooley 

trinaschooley@yahoo.com 



         February 16, 2023 

   

Judicial Proceedings Committee 

2 East 

Miller Senate Office Building 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee: 

  

My name is Ruth Ann Schornstein, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.    

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator 

Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses 

to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion 

picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

SB 400. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

Ruth Ann Schornstein  

aslcul@aol.com 
 



        February 16, 2023 

   

Judicial Proceedings Committee 

2 East 

Miller Senate Office Building 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee: 

  

My name is Teri Scotton, and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.    

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator 

Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses 

to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion 

picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

I don’t like to watch movies with the device on - it hurts me a lot. I personally didn’t feel equal. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

SB 400. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Teri Scotton 

tmscotton@gmail.com 



         February 16, 2023 

   

Judicial Proceedings Committee 

2 East 

Miller Senate Office Building 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee: 

  

My name is Kathleen Russell Setzer, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.    

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator 

Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses 

to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion 

picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

It is always problematic to use equipment loaned by the movie theatre's. Some of the equipment 

does not work. Captions missing or too fast to read. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

SB 400. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kathleen Russell Setzer 

katiersetzer@gmail.com 



February 16, 2023

Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Dahlia Shaewitz, and I am Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses
to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion
picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I grew up with Deaf parents and have always had captioning for television and movies. I
consider this a great universal design element that helps not only Deaf and hearing-impaired, but
all people who want or need to read during movies. Many of my friends and neighbors have
grown accustomed to using captions on TV all the time. It is a benefit for the millions of second
language learners in our country as well--our state and county residents would greatly benefit
from this option.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 400.

Sincerely,
Dahlia Shaewitz
dahlshae@aol.com



February 16, 2023

Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Joshua Shaffner, and I am De. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses
to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion
picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 400.

Sincerely,
Joshua Shaffner
joshua.shaffner@gmail.com



        February 16, 2023 

   

Judicial Proceedings Committee 

2 East 

Miller Senate Office Building 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee: 

  

My name is Patty Shaffner, and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.    

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator 

Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses 

to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion 

picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

SB 400. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Patty Shaffner 

patty.shaffner@gmail.com 

 



February 16, 2023

Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Risa Shaw, and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses
to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion
picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 400.

Sincerely,
Risa Shaw
shawsoni2@yahoo.com



February 16, 2023

Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Erin Sheehy, and I am Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses
to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion
picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

I have parents that have problems hearing and have taken ASL classes and have become more
aware of ways we can be more accommodating.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 400.

Sincerely,
Erin Sheehy
evranish@gmail.com



        February 16, 2023 

   

Judicial Proceedings Committee 

2 East 

Miller Senate Office Building 

State Capitol 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee: 

  

My name is Samantha Simpson, and I am Deaf. I live in Washington County.    

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator 

Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses 

to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion 

picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.  

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos 

(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document 

that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video. 

Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for 

children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they 

have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to 

the movie. 

I was in touch with Regal Cinemas in the past and they have been difficult with accommodating 

us providing captions. They require ridiculous protocol to set it up like at least 10 people and at a 

certain time and day while it is inconvenient for many who have their own preferences. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on 

SB 400. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Samantha Simpson 

scfsimpson1211@aol.com 



February 16, 2023

Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Crystal Sisk and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses
to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion
picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 400.

Sincerely,

Crystal Sisk
Csisk1994@gmail.com



February 16, 2023

Judicial Proceedings Committee
2 East
Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Eric Sivak and I am Deaf. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to ask you to support SB 400 - Open Captioning Movie Bill, sponsored by Senator
Benjamin Brooks and Senator C. Anthony Muse. This bill will require all motion picture houses
to offer closed captioning for each screening of a motion picture; and require that certain motion
picture houses provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, benefits everyone who watches videos
(children, adolescents, college students, and adults). More than 100 empirical studies document
that captioning a video improves comprehension of, attention to, and memory for the video.
Captions are particularly beneficial for persons watching videos in their non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, the bill provides communities with the assurance and peace of mind that they
have access to the movie without using devices or other methods same as other people who go to
the movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter and I appreciate your support on
SB 400.

Sincerely,

Eric Sivak
epsivak@aol.com


