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March 2, 2023 

 
Committee: Senate Judicial Proceedings 

 
Bill: SB 580 - Public Safety - Officer and Community Wellness Training Grant Fund 

 
Position: Support  
 
Reason for Position: 

 
The Maryland Municipal League supports Senate Bill 580, which will significantly defray 
costs to municipal police agencies as they seek to provide critical mental health care to their 
officers. Specifically, the bill provides grant opportunities to municipal police agencies for 
the specific purpose of providing mental health and stress management training for their 
officers.  
 
The stress on law enforcement officers can be incredibly high and resulting mental health 
problems are real. The grant program established in this bill is clear recognition that officers 
need help managing the toll that their responsibilities take on their wellbeing. Training on 
ways to improve mental health and reduce stress is critical to most workers but especially in 
the first responder field. The grant funding in the bill will directly increase the opportunities 
for our municipal police officers to invest in their own mental wellness. 
 
On behalf of the 88 municipal police departments and over 1,800 municipal police officers, 
MML supports SB 580 and requests a favorable report. 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 
 
Theresa Kuhns   Chief Executive Officer 
Angelica Bailey Thupari, Esq. Director, Advocacy & Public Affairs 
Bill Jorch     Director, Public Policy 
Justin Fiore    Deputy Director, Advocacy & Public Affairs 

 

T E S T I M O N Y 
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JOHN A. OLSZEWSKI, JR.   JENNIFER AIOSA 
County Executive  Director of Government Affairs 
 
  AMANDA KONTZ CARR 
  Legislative Officer 
 
  JOSHUA M. GREENBERG 
  Associate Director of Government Affairs 

 
BILL NO.:  SB 580  
 
TITLE:  Public Safety – Officer and Community Wellness Training 

Grant Fund   
 
SPONSOR:  Senator Elfreth   
 
COMMITTEE: Judicial Proceedings   
 
POSITION:  SUPPORT 
 
DATE:  March 1, 2023 
 

Baltimore County SUPPORTS Senate Bill 580 – Public Safety – Officer and Community 
Wellness Training Grant Fund. This legislation would establish the Officer and Community 
Wellness Training Grant Fund. 

 
The overall wellbeing of our local law enforcement officers is critical for enabling our 

police departments to be as effective as possible in keeping communities safe and secure. As 
police retention continues to dwindle across the country, it is critical that state and local 
government take the necessary steps towards maintaining morale, mental wellness, and overall 
quality of life for law enforcement officers. 

 
SB 580 is a strong step towards supporting our local police forces. Baltimore County has 

already implemented officer wellness programs and has found these to be successful in assisting 
officers with mental health difficulties. This bill will provide the necessary funding for the 
County to not only continue the great work accomplished by these programs, but potentially 
increase engagement and follow-up in the future.  

 
Accordingly, Baltimore County requests a FAVORABLE report on SB 580. For more 

information, please contact Jenn Aiosa, Director of Government Affairs at 
jaiosa@baltimorecountymd.gov.  
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Allegany Garrett Counties Volunteer Fire Rescue Association

P.O. Box 935 Frostburg, MD 21532

agcvfra.net

Judicial Proceedings Committee

Chair Senator William C. Smith, Jr.

February 28, 2023

Dear Committee,

The Allegany Garrett Counties Volunteer Fire Rescue Association is writing you today to

fully support SB0580: Public Safety - Officer and Community Wellness Training Grant Fund. In

Community Wellness, whether for fire and rescue personnel or those working in law

enforcement often, the stressors of the job are the same. We advocate for not only those

working in the fire rescue service but also advocate for the expanded capabilities of agencies to

offer mental health first aid and critical incident stress management training.

As this proposed legislation continues through the committee, we offer our full support

and will provide additional testimony if the occasion arises.

Sincerely,

Austin Christner, President

Jonathan Dayton, MS, NREMT, CNE, Vice President, Public Information Officer, and Legislative

Committee Chairperson

The mission of the Allegany and Garrett Counties Volunteer Fire and Rescue Association is to serve, promote,

advocate and represent the interests of the volunteer fire, rescue, and emergency medical services in Allegany and

Garrett Counties.
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Maryland State Firefighter's Association
Representing The Volunteer Fire, Rescue, And EMS Personnel of Maryland. 

Robert P. Phillips 
Chair  
Legislative Committee 
17 State Circle           
Annapolis, MD 21401 

email: rfcchief48@gmail.com 

cell: 443-205-5030 

Office: 410-974-2222 

Fax: 410-974-3999

SB 580: Public Safety – Officer and Community Wellness 
Training Grant Fund

My name is Robert Phillips and I am the Legislative Committee Chair for the 
Maryland State FireFighters Association (MSFA) 

I wish to present testimony in favor of Senate Bill 580: Public Safety – Officer and 
Community Wellness Training Grant Fund

The MSFA is in favor of and support this bill. This bill will make available funds for 
mental health first aid for public safety training and critical incident stress 
management PEER support. The need for mental health awareness and assistance is 
a recognized, necessary goal today in the public safety field. This bill will provide 
funding to assist with accomplishing these goals.

I thank the committee for their time and attention to this important bill and ask that 
you vote favorable on Senate Bill 580

I will now be glad to answer any questions, or my contact information is listed 
   above and welcome any further inquiries you might have.
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March 1, 2023

Testimony in Favor of SB0580
Public Safety - Officer and Community Wellness Training Grant Fund

Chairman Smith, Vice-Chair Waldstreicher, & members of the Judicial Proceedings Committee:

I respectfully request a favorable report of Senate Bill 580 to establish an Office and Community
Wellness Training Grant Fund within the Governor’s Office of Crime Prevention, Youth, and
Victim Services (GOCPYVS). This grant program would support local law enforcement agencies
so they can provide Mental Health First Aid for Public Safety Training (MHFAPS) and Critical
Incident Stress Management Peer Support Training (CISM).

The idea for this legislation originated from wanting to find a way to better incentivize our law
enforcement officers to participate in Crisis Intervention Training (CIT). However, after
discussions with Anne Arundel County’s director of our world-renowned CIT training program,
incentivizing officers for such training is not the best strategy as a key pillar of such training is
fully believing in its principles and benefits without the need for incentivization.

However, from that conversation it became clear that we can and should do more to:
1. Train our officers to respond to signs of mental illness and substance use disorders that

they experience in their service (MHFAPS)
2. Support our law enforcement officers after experience in a critical incident (CISM).

MHFAPS training teaches how to identify, understand, and respond to signs of mental illnesses
and substance use disorders. This training gives an officer the skills needed to reach out and
provide initial support to someone who may be developing a mental health or substance use
challenge and help connect them to the appropriate care1. This type of training – and most

1 https://www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/2022_MHFA_For_Public_Safety.pdf

https://www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/2022_MHFA_For_Public_Safety.pdf


importantly the critical de-escalation and support mechanisms – has the opportunity to save lives
if we can train more officers.

CISM training2 is more focused on how to support our officers that experience occupational
stressors through critically important peer support. This type of support and training has the
ability to not only allow our officers to serve to the greatest of their ability but will also help us
further retain our dedicated law enforcement personnel.

Furthermore, Maryland has been a world-wide leader on CISM training and today you will hear
from Dr. George Everly from Johns Hopkins University who has been leading on this effort and,
who in partnership with Lt. Steven Thomas (who you will also hear from today), provided such
support to those in the aftermath of the Capital Gazette mass shooting (academic article
attached).

I believe that this legislation will ensure that our officers and the public are more safe and I once
again respectfully request a favorable report of Senate Bill 580.

Sincerely,

Sarah Elfreth

2 https://cops.usdoj.gov/RIC/Publications/cops-w0942-pub.pdf

https://cops.usdoj.gov/RIC/Publications/cops-w0942-pub.pdf
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Maryland Association of Counties (MACo) 

169 Conduit Street, Annapolis, MD 21401 ◆ 410.269.0043 ◆  www.mdcounties.org  
 

Senate Bill 580 
Public Safety – Officer and Community Wellness Training Grant Fund 

MACo Position: SUPPORT  
 

From: Sarah Sample Date: March 1, 2023 
  

 

To: Judicial Proceedings and  
Budget & Taxation Committees 

The Maryland Association of Counties (MACo) SUPPORTS SB 580. This bill supports training for local 
law enforcement agencies to best respond to, and support, their residents’ mental health needs. 
 
SB 580 can help provide local law enforcement agencies with resources to update practices and training 
protocols for interactions with people experiencing a mental health crisis. These efforts would include  
expanded mental health first aid training, thus ensuring an even greater likelihood that an emergency 
situation will not unfold in a harmful way for either party. This type of training will allow officers to 
better identify an individual's needs in situations where those needs might not be obvious or the 
individual is unable to communicate them - whether because they're actively in crisis or may not yet 
understand their condition themselves. 
 
Additionally, the funds can be used for training officers on how to identify and communicate with  
co-workers when peer support is needed. Regular exposure to tense and sometimes traumatic 
environments can result in adverse mental health and physical symptoms from an incident that took 
place in the line of duty. The peer support training outlined in the bill will enable law enforcement 
officers to protect not just residents in need, but themselves and one other. 
 
Law enforcement readily put themselves in circumstances where the mental health needs of an 
individual might not be obvious or visible to the untrained eye. SB 580 wisely targets this as a primary 
concern, and provides important resources to promote best outcomes in such difficult encounters. For 
these reasons, MACo urges the Committee to issue a FAVORABLE report for SB 580.    
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532 Baltimore Boulevard, Suite 308 
Westminster, Maryland 21157 
667-314-3216 / 667-314-3236 

                                                                                                               
 

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  The Honorable William Smith, Jr., Chair and 

  Members of the Judicial Proceedings Committee  

 

FROM: Darren Popkin, Executive Director, MCPA-MSA Joint Legislative Committee  

Andrea Mansfield, Representative, MCPA-MSA Joint Legislative Committee  

Natasha Mehu, Representative, MCPA-MSA Joint Legislative Committee 

 

DATE:  March 1, 2023 

 

RE: SB 580 – Public Safety – Officer and Community Wellness Training Grant 

Fund 

 

POSITION: SUPPORT WITH AMENDMENTS 

 

The Maryland Chiefs of Police Association (MCPA) and the Maryland Sheriffs' Association 

(MSA) SUPPORT SB 580 WITH AMENDMENTS. This bill creates a fund to grant local law 

enforcement agencies with mental health first aid for public safety training and critical incident 

stress management peer support training.  

 

MCPA and MSA appreciate the sponsor’s intent and support the bill as it intends to provide 

targeted supplemental grant funding to local law enforcement agencies. However, both 

organizations are concerned with the definition of a “local law enforcement agency” used in the 

bill. To ensure that SB 580 properly applies to local law enforcement agencies, the definition 

found in MD Code, Public Safety, § 3-201 should be used.  

 

For these reasons, MCPA and MSA SUPPORT SB 580 WITH AMENDMENTS and request 

that the definition found in MD Code, Public Safety, § 3-201 be used instead of the “local law 

enforcement agency” definition used in the bill.   

 

Maryland Chiefs of Police Association 

Maryland Sheriffs’ Association 


