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The Maryland Legislative Agenda for Women (MLAW) is a statewide coalition of women’s groups and individuals
formed to provide a non-partisan, independent voice for Maryland women and families. MLAW's purpose is to
advocate for legislation affecting women and families. To accomplish this goal, MLAW creates an annual
legislative agenda with issues voted on by MLAW members and endorsed by organizations and individuals from all
over Maryland. SB185 - Maryland State Police Gun Center — Firearms Surrendered Under Final Protective
Orders is a priority on the 2023 MLAW Agenda and we urge your support.

SB185 would expand the role of the Maryland State Police Gun Center to require each law enforcement
agency to report to the Center information about firearms surrendered pursuant to a final protective order.

One of the most important safety tools victims of domestic violence use is the protective order. Every final
protective order requires the respondent to surrender their firearms to law enforcement. Domestic
violence advocates have long been concerned that respondents are not surrendering all of their firearms.
There have been several high profile cases where respondents have either not surrendered their firearms
or only surrendered some of their firearms and subsequently shot and killed their victims. Currently,
different law enforcement agencies have different protocols for tracking the surrender of firearms. Last
year, the Maryland General Assembly passed SB 861 which created the Maryland State Police Gun Center.
The Center is “a statewide firearms enforcement center for the tracking, screening, and vetting of all
firearm crimes committed in the state.” This bill would expand the role of the Center to require each law
enforcement agency to report to the Center information about firearms surrendered pursuant to a final
protective order. It would be the first step in analyzing whether our current system of protective order gun
surrendering is effective.

For these reasons, MLAW strongly urges the passage of SB185.
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MLAW 2023 Supporting Organizations
The following organizations have signed on in support of our 2023 Legislative Agenda*:

AAUW Anne Arundel County
AAUW Howard County
AAUW Maryland
Advocacy and Training Center
Allegany County Women's Action Coalition
Anne Arundel County NOW
Aspire Ascend
Baltimore County State Democratic Central Committee
Bound for Better
Business and Professional Women of Maryland
Charles County Commission for Women
Climate Xchange Maryland
Drake Institute of Women’s Policy
Empowered Women in Business International
ERA Coalition
For All Seasons, Inc.
Kensington-Rockville AAUW
Maryland Coalition Against Sexual Assault (MCASA)
Maryland Commission for Women
Maryland NOW
Maryland WISE Women
Miller Partnership Consultants LLC
MoCoWoMen
Montgomery County Business & Professional Women (MC BPW)
Montgomery County Chapter, National Organization for Women
Montgomery County Commission for Women
Montgomery County Women's Democratic Club
National Coalition of 100 Black Women, Prince George's County Chapter
National Women of Achievement, Inc.
Planned Parenthood of Maryland
Planned Parenthood of Metropolitan Washington, DC
Reproductive Justice Inside
Southern Prince George's Business and Professional Women
Top Ladies of Distinction, Inc., Prince George's County Chapter
University of Baltimore School of Law If/When/How Chapter
Women's Democratic League of Frederick County
Women's Equity Center and Action Network (WE CAN)
Women's Law Center of Maryland
Zonta Club of Annapolis
Zonta Club of Mid-Maryland

*as of 2/3/2023
Maryland Legislative Agenda for Women
305 W. Chesapeake Avenue, Suite 201 . Towson, MD 21204 . 443-519-1005 phone/fax
mdlegagenda4dwomen@yahoo.com . www.mdlegagendaforwomen.org



mailto:mdlegagenda4women
http://www.mdlegagendaforwomen.org/

