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Senate Bill 17 would allow a court to grant a petition for expungement of the convictions listed in Maryland 
Criminal Procedure Article §10-110 at any time for good cause. The Human Trafficking Prevention Project at the 
University of Baltimore School of Law supports this bill because it will allow Marylanders to petition for 
expedited criminal record relief when an appropriate case presents itself, and will allow individuals, including 
survivors of human trafficking, to access opportunities to better their lives.  
 
Maryland has drastically longer expungement waiting periods than most other states in the nation, which creates 
major obstacles for any Marylander hoping to petition for relief,1 including criminalized survivors of trafficking.  
Longer waiting periods have historically reflected the belief that individuals should only be eligible for 
expungement after successfully showcasing their rehabilitation through a period of crime-free behavior.2 
However, many states have since shortened waiting periods in recognition of the inverse, which is that record 
clearing actually plays a constructive role in facilitating the crime-free rehabilitation most expungement statutes 
require,3 and that lengthy waiting periods may actually contribute to recidivism rather than discourage it.4   
 
In an effort to mitigate the harm of these lengthy waiting periods, Maryland has a “good cause” provision built 
into §10-105(c)(9) of the Criminal Procedure Article,which courts have interpreted as “granting [them] the 
discretion to relieve a petitioner of the time requirement” set forth within the statute.5 Maryland’s case law is 
consistent with the General Assembly’s stated intent for passage of the good cause amendment in 1988, which is 
“to provide  the  court  with  some  discretion  to grant an earlier expungement in appropriate cases.”6 However, 
this provision applies only to the section of Maryland’s expungement law allowing for the expungement of non-
convictions.  SB 17 would extend the availability of this ameliorative provision to expungements filed under MD 
Criminal Procedure §10-110, which applies primarily to convictions for minor misdemeanors.7  
 
It is important to note that criminal records are both a predictor and the result of exposure to human trafficking, 
and, as a result, accessing relief under Maryland’s expungement law is crucial to the ability of survivors to heal.  
Data obtained from a national survey of both sex and labor trafficking survivors shows 91% of survivors reporting 
having been arrested at some point in their lives, with over 50% of those survivors stating that every single arrest 
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on their record was a direct result of their trafficking experience.  Of the 24.6% of respondents who reported they 
had cleared or begun to clear their records, all reported it was a long and painful process.   
 
After escaping a trafficking experience, survivors commonly express wanting to leave their experiences behind 
them and the need to provide a better lie for themselves.8 This often involves finding a safe place to live, 
accessing programs that provide mental health services, and developing improved life skills.9  However, the 
economic stability provided by access to employment is of crucial importance to survivors.10  Given that 
employers routinely conduct criminal background checks on job candidates11 and that the job market has trended 
towards requiring professional licenses, especially when the job includes providing assistance to vulnerable 
populations like nursing,12 it is essential that any state-based remedy allow for the broadest possible relief, rather 
than impose additional hurdles that prevent survivors from moving forward with their lives.  
 
With the expanded access to the good cause expungement provision provided in SB 17, human trafficking 
survivors can petition the court to expedite the start of their new lives.  For these reasons, the Human Trafficking 
Prevention Project supports Senate Bill 17, and respectfully urges a favorable report. 
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