
SB485 PURPOSE

● INFORM POTENTIAL HOME BUYERS THAT a property is within .5 Mile 
from a Superfund NPL Site

● Include PROXIMITY INFORMATION in LISTING disclosures
● Disclosure addendum must be provided, signed and dated before or 

within 5 days of a ratified contract
● Bill guarantees a Right of Rescission to the buyer within 5 days of 

receipt of the addendum
● Bill guarantees an unconditional Right of Rescission if no disclosure 

was given



CURRENT DISCLOSURE PROTOCOL

MARYLAND’S PROPERTY CONDITION DISCLOSURE LAW AKA

MARYLAND DISCLOSURE AND DISCLAIMER FORM 10-702 

This disclosure is included in the contract and:

● Exempts New Builds
● Exempts Estate Sales
● Would only apply if the contamination is “on-site”

Contamination from a Superfund does not have to be on-site to pose a 
risk via vapor intrusion, airborne mechanisms, and other pathways 





Why .5 Mile Proximity is Important
● THE REMEDIAL INVESTIGATION PHASE OF 

CERCLA creates loops of incoming data requiring 
further testing, which can reveal/map more hot spots

● Hot spots can move the current known Superfund 
boundary closer to a property

● Until the Remedial Investigation complete, there is 
not a full data set 

● This means it is crucial to disclose proximity within a 
half mile because 

● The current known and documented perimeter of the 
Superfund NPL Site may come closer to a property 
as the Remedial Investigation progresses

PROXIMITY ENDS WHERE THE INFLUENCE OF 
CONTAMINATION ENDS



Search for Superfund Sites Where You Live | US EPA

https://www.epa.gov/superfund/search-superfund-sites-where-you-live




SUMMARY

● BY LEGAL DEFINITION AND 
FEDERALLY MANDATED TESTING A 
SUPERFUND NPL SITE POSES RISK

● THE MD REALTORS CODE OF ETHICS 
REQUIRES DISCLOSURE OF MATERIAL 
FACTS

● MATERIAL FACTS INCLUDE ANYTHING 
THAT WOULD AFFECT THE VALUE OF 
THE PROPERTY OR A BUYERS 
DECISION TO PURCHASE THE 
PROPERTY

● CONTAMINATION DOES NOT HAVE TO 
BE ON SITE TO POSE A POTENTIAL 
RISK

● STUDIES CONFIRMING ADVERSE 
HEALTH EFFECTS ARE TYPICALLY 
DONE USING < 1 MILE OF 
CONTAMINATION

● SB285 

A)TAKES OUT THE CURRENT 
LOOPHOLES IN DISCLOSURE

         B)PROTECTS ALL PARTIES 


