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The Maryland Office of the Public Defender respectfully requests that the Committee issue a favorable 

report on Senate Bill 0653. 

I am Zina Charles, a licensed social worker with the Maryland Office of the Public Defender Parental 

Defensive Team. I am writing this letter in support of Senate Bill 0653: Child in Need of Assistance- 

Neglect- Cannabis Use. 

 

Research has shown that cannabis is not a “gateway” drug and is accurately described as a “terminus” 

drug due to the majority of people who use cannabis do not go on to use other illicit drugs1. Cannabis use 

is known to help reduce anxiety, enhance mood, and be an alternative for pain management instead of 

using prescription opioids2,3.  

 

In 2022, the people of Maryland voted and received a 67.2% favor to legalize cannabis use in the State of 

Maryland for adults 21 and over4. Maryland has taken the steps to decriminalize cannabis use and we 

need to continue by not considering cannabis use as a form of neglect. 

 

 In my position, I have seen cannabis use presented in court as a reason to find children in need of 

assistance (CINA) even with a medical card. I have witnessed arguments about what is a reasonable 

amount of cannabis use when the user is under the direction of a doctor. Parents/caregivers successfully 

completed court-mandated services and still are not reunited with their children due to positive urinalysis 

of cannabis.  

 

Starting July 1, 2023, adults will be able to legally use and possess cannabis4. Families should not be 

separated due to the legal use of cannabis. Passing this bill will help to keep families together and protect 

parents/caregivers from facing legal consequences of neglect for the legal use of cannabis. For these 

reasons, the Maryland Office of the Public Defender urges this Committee to issue a favorable 

report on Senate Bill 0653. 
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