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The MLLC supports HB0096 Juvenile Court - Jurisdiction (Youth Equity & Safety Act), 2023

The MLLC is a bipartisan group of Senators and Delegates committed to supporting legislation that
improves the lives of Latinos throughout our state. The MLLC is a crucial voice in the development of
public policy that uplifts the Latino community and benefits the state of Maryland. Thank you for
allowing us the opportunity to express our support of HB0096.

Maryland has the second-highest rate of transferring youth to adult courts: 157.6 for every
100,000 charged.! According to data from the Governor's Office of Crime Prevention, Youth, and
Victim Services between July 1, 2021 and June 30, 2022, 632 Maryland children were charged
with crimes that automatically landed them in adult court.” Although processes involving the
prohibition of children contracting, working, smoking, drinking or voting, and marrying protect
children because they are considered “not ready to do that yet,” only in one area of the law does
Maryland posit that because a child is accused of something, because there is a mere allegation
against them, the state should wipe out all evidence that an individual is a child and put them on
trial as an adult.’

Implicit bias research shows that minority kids are more likely to be seen and treated as adults
than white kids.* For example, Black boys as young as ten years old may not be viewed in the
same light of childhood innocence as their white peers, but are instead more likely to be
mistaken as older, be perceived as guilty, and face police violence if accused of a crime.’
According to the Sentencing Project, even though African American juvenile youth are about 16
percent of the youth population, 37 percent of their cases are moved to criminal court and 58
percent of African American youth are sent to adult prisons.® Additionally, Black and Hispanic
students represent more than 70 percent of those involved in school-related arrests or referrals to
law enforcement.” Overall, approximately 18,000 Latino youth are held in jail or other forms of
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incarceration on any given day in the United States.® Latino youth are 40% more likely to be
waived to adult court than White youth, are admitted to adult jails at 1.4 times the rate of White
youth, and one-fourth (24%) of incarcerated Latino youth are held in an adult prison or jail,
where they face high risks of suicide and sexual abuse, significant educational disconnection,
and a high likelihood of recidivism.’ With the increasing number of Latino youth in the country,
we can only project this number to have increased since the time these calculations were done.

Experts agree that Latino youth strongly benefit from culturally competent services in the
juvenile justice system, and anecdotal evidence suggests that culturally competent
community-based prevention and alternatives to detention services benefit Latino youth.'
Therefore, the YES Act protects minority youth from discrimination and aids in dismantling the
school-to-prison pipeline. This bill alters the jurisdiction of the juvenile court by repealing
provisions specifying that the juvenile court does not have jurisdiction over a child alleged to
have committed certain acts that, if committed by an adult, would constitute a crime of violence.

For these reasons, the Maryland Legislative Latino Caucus respectfully requests a favorable report on
HB0096.
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