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| am submitting this testimony in favor of SBO555 on behalf of the Maryland Legislative Coalition. The
Maryland Legislative Coalition is an association of individuals and grassroots groups with members in
every district in the state with well over 30,000 members.

Our members strongly supported the Fight for $15 legislation during the 2019 legislative session, but
were disheartened that business profits won out against everyday workers when the minimum wage
was delayed and many categories of workers were cut out. This bill pulls the $15 minimum wage
forward by two years for all covered workers. Additionally, it indexes the minimum wage, starting in
2025, to the Consumer Price Index and caps it at 5%.

We applaud this bill and hope that it is not weakened this time around. History has shown that a higher
wage DOES NOT harm small businesses. However, it does help the overall economy because workers
have more wages to spend. Our members specifically ask to keep the minimum wage tied to the CPI to
ensure that workers in Maryland continue to make a living wage.

We strongly support this bill and recommend a FAVORABLE report in committee.



