
  

 

 
 

 

 

 

March 9, 2023        

Written Testimony re: HB1066: Against  

 

 

Dear Hon. Luke Clippinger, Chair, and members of the House Judiciary Committee: 

 

 

Peace Action Montgomery would like to provide comments against HB 1066:Commission on 

Hate Crime Response and Prevention  
 

Peace Action Montgomery is a county chapter of Peace Action, the largest grassroots peace 

network. Our advocacy focuses on human rights and democracy, eliminating the threat of 

weapons of mass destruction, and diplomacy with the world community. We organize against 

pre-emptive wars, and advocate for the withdrawal of U.S. troops and contractors from the 

endless wars. As such, we have developed strong alliances with county residents of Middle 

Eastern descent. 

 

Our concern with bill HB1066 revolves around the membership composition which includes 

organizations that are engaged or advocate for surveillance activities of Marylanders (e.g., the 

Maryland Coordination and Analysis Center as well as the Coalition Opposed to Violence & 

Extremism). 

 

However, the organization that we find most troublesome is the inclusion of the Anti-Defamation 

League (ADL) which has been engaged in silencing social justice activism and supporting racist 

policing policies. Specific details are listed below:  

 

• Underwriting Militarized Police Training – The ADL has been underwriting military 

police trainings across the nation which has included trainings for Maryland and 

Montgomery County law enforcement.  One police officer from Baltimore who 

participated in a training noted that what was being learned  was“not only illegal in the 

United States but could be detrimental to the complex threats in America,” referencing 

civil liberties violations. The ADL has actively advocated for police to infiltrate 

progressive organizations and has done so for decades. In 2008, the Maryland Police did 

just that and was involved in a scandal by spying on peace activists including Quakers 

and nuns who were involved in the anti-death penalty movement. Superintendent 

Hutchins who resigned as a result of the scandal had just returned from one of these 

militarized trainings1. 

 

 
1 His training was with a different entity (sister group of the ADL) but the training curriculums are similar. 

https://peaceactionmontgomery.org/
https://peaceaction.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022/mar/17/adl-police-delegations-israel
https://cdn.muckrock.com/foia_files/2018/05/31/18-1435_Agencies_with_Commanders_Trained_at_ATS.pdf
https://cdn.muckrock.com/foia_files/2018/05/31/18-1435_Agencies_with_Commanders_Trained_at_ATS.pdf
https://www.baltimoresun.com/news/bs-xpm-2007-06-28-0706280115-story.html
https://forward.com/news/381488/adl-tells-police-to-infiltrate-and-film-antifa-protests/
https://forward.com/news/381488/adl-tells-police-to-infiltrate-and-film-antifa-protests/
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1993-04-21-mn-25487-story.html
https://socialistworker.org/2008/11/03/maryland-police-release-spy-files
https://socialistworker.org/2008/11/03/maryland-police-release-spy-files


• Conflating Criticism of Israel as being anti-Semitic – The ADL has pushed to revise 

the definition of anti-Semitism to incorporate political criticisms of Israel. Staff at the 

ADL have even expressed criticism about their organization’s stance on this which they 

note violates civil rights. Other entities that have pushed back on this campaign include 

the ACLU, the American Association of University Professors and the American Bar 

Association. 

 

• The CVE Surveillance Program – Montgomery County was the pilot study of this 

controversial surveillance program which targeted our Muslim and Arab community 

members. It was based on junk science and criticized by organizations including the 

ACLU, the Brennan Center, and other civil liberty entities. The program is inherently 

racist and because it used a mental health counseling center for surveillance has created a 

deep distrust for this community seeking mental health services. While our current 

County Executive dismantled the program, the “Montgomery County” model is now 

being used by the Denver police to target Black Lives Matter and LBGTQ youth.  

 

The ADL’s legacy in Montgomery County has been detrimental and Islamophobic. As an 

organization that works closely with Arab and Muslim communities, we feel the current 

composition of the proposed Hate Commission would have a bias of undermining cherished 

political dissent and that the ADL, in particular, has a well-documented blindspot in terms of 

respecting the rights of the marginalized Middle Eastern and Arab communities.  For the 

aforementioned reasons, Peace Action Montgomery County urges this committee to issue an 

unfavorable report. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Susan Kerin 

Chair 

Peace Action Montgomery  

“Lowering the Violent Footprint of Montgomery County” 

https://jewishcurrents.org/how-the-adls-israel-advocacy-undermines-its-civil-rights-work
https://jewishcurrents.org/how-the-adls-israel-advocacy-undermines-its-civil-rights-work
https://www.aclu.org/news/free-speech/latest-attack-free-speech-israel-palestine-debate
https://www.aaup.org/report/legislative-threats-academic-freedom-redefinitions-antisemitism-and-racism
https://mronline.org/2023/02/15/american-bar-association-removes-ihra-definition-from-antisemitism-resolution/
https://mronline.org/2023/02/15/american-bar-association-removes-ihra-definition-from-antisemitism-resolution/
https://www.aclum.org/en/countering-violent-extremism-flawed-approach-law-enforcement
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/why-countering-violent-extremism-programs-are-bad-policy
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/citing-civil-liberties-concerns-brennan-center-and-over-50-groups-oppose
https://resistingsurveillance.org/2017/09/01/moco-forum/
https://resistingsurveillance.org/2017/09/01/moco-forum/
https://www.muckrock.com/news/archives/2017/mar/09/denvers-counterterror-BLM/

