
Dear Judicial Proceedings,

This testimony is being submitted by Showing Up for Racial
Justice Baltimore, a group of individuals working to move
white folks as part of a multi-racial movement for equity and
racial justice in Baltimore City, Baltimore County, and Howard County. We are also working in
collaboration with our accountability partner, the Campaign for Justice, Safety and Jobs (CJSJ). I am a
resident of District 41. I am testifying in support of HB0853 to Amend Baltimore City’s Charter for
Local Control of Police.

In November 2022, Baltimore residents overwhelmingly voted in favor (82%!) of a charter amendment to
transfer control of the BPD from the State to Baltimore City. This win was the result of years of work by
residents, community organizations, and lawmakers to correct an 1860s law granting the state legislature
power over Baltimore City’s police department. Previous to this win, Baltimore City was the only locality in
Maryland and only one of two localities in the entire country that did not have control over its own police
department. It is unjust and absurd that Baltimore City taxpayers have funded the BPD – including having
paid civil settlements and judgments for police misconduct – but they have been unable to change
policies or to hold officers accountable for misconduct. A provision in the Baltimore City Charter continues
to prohibit Baltimore City from fully exercising control over the BPD - the Maryland General Assembly
must pass a bill this legislative session to immediately restore local control.

It is unjust that Baltimore City residents and taxpayers still remain unable to advocate for changes to BPD
policies locally, even after the vote. We shouldn't have to travel to Annapolis to do so. To fulfill the will of
Baltimoreans, Maryland legislators must strike a restrictive provision in the Baltimore City Charter.

We are calling on the General Assembly to support the corrective legislation and to move swiftly to
restore local control of the BPD to Baltimore City Council and its residents as it should have been since it
was taken away in 1860.

It is for these reasons that I am encouraging you to vote in support of HB0853 to Amend Baltimore
City’s Charter for Local Control of Police.

Thank you for your time, service, and consideration.

Sincerely,
Bonnie Weissberg
1704 Mt. Washington Avenue, Apt. H
Baltimore, MD  21209
Showing Up for Racial Justice Baltimore






