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Probable Cause Cannabis

The MLLC supports HB1071 Criminal Procedure Reasonable Suspicion and Probable Cause
Cannabis

The MLLC is a bipartisan group of Senators and Delegates committed to supporting legislation that
improves the lives of Latinos throughout our state. The MLLC is a crucial voice in the development of
public policy that uplifts the Latino community and benefits the state of Maryland. Thank you for
allowing us the opportunity to express our support of HB1071.

Despite having decriminalized possession of certain amounts of cannabis in 2014, Black and
Brown Marylanders are still disproportionately targeted for cannabis-related charges.' Maryland
currently leads the nation in incarcerating young Black men, incarcerating the highest percentage
of people who are Black in the U.S., more than twice the national average;” and as of 2019,
Maryland incarcerated more than 18,500 Latinx individuals.’ Having legalized cannabis usage in
2022, HB1071 ensures that individuals are not targeted as perpetrators of crime merely because
of the presence of cannabis.

HB1071 provides that a finding or determination of reasonable suspicion or probable cause
relating to possession of contraband or other criminal activity may not be based solely on
evidence of the odor of cannabis, the possession of or suspicion of possession of cannabis, or the
presence of money in proximity to cannabis. This legislation will benefit the Latino community
that is often disproportionately targeted for crimes from being singled out because of the
presence of cannabis.

For these reasons, the Maryland Legislative Latino Caucus respectfully requests a favorable report on
HB1071.



https://www.aclu.org/sites/default/files/field_document/marijuanareport_03232021.pdf
https://www.aclu.org/sites/default/files/field_document/marijuanareport_03232021.pdf
https://justicepolicy.org/research/policy-briefs-2019-rethinking-approaches-to-over-incarceration-of-black-young-adults-in-maryland/
https://justicepolicy.org/research/policy-briefs-2019-rethinking-approaches-to-over-incarceration-of-black-young-adults-in-maryland/
https://www.sentencingproject.org/app/uploads/2022/08/The-Color-of-Justice-Racial-and-Ethnic-Disparity-in-State-Prisons.pdf

