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House Bill 824 
Public Safety - Regulated Firearms - Possession and Permits to Carry, 

Wear, and Transport a Handgun 
 

UNFAVORABLE 
 
House Bill 824 is an overreaction to the recent Supreme Court decision (New York State 
Rifle and Pistol Association v. Bruen) which confirmed Maryland’s “good and substantial” 
requirement is unconstitutional and existed only to enable the government to deny as 
many citizens as possible a viable means to defend their families and themselves. 
 
This bill attempts to circumvent the Bruen decision by mandating training standards 
which cannot be met. Under HB 824 Public Safety Article §5-306(9) (page 8, lines 34-31 & 
page 9, lines 1-8) additional requirements will be imposed: 
 

1. Instruction on FEDERAL law (most instructors already include Federal law) 
4. Instruction on STATE SELF-DEFENSE LAW, INCLUDING: 

A. THE JUSTIFIABLE USE OF FORCE OR DEADLY FORCE: 
B. THE PROPORTIONAL USE OF FORCE IN SELF-DEFENSE AND CONFLICT DE-

ESCALATION AND RESOLUTION AND… 
 
In response to a 1999 Public Information Act request, Assistant Attorney General Michael 
Bowen confirmed that there are no Maryland statutes addressing self-defense or a duty 
to retreat. (See Attachment #1 for more information.) 
 
There are no Maryland statutes addressing the proportional use of force in self-defense, 
and/or conflict escalation and resolution. The Maryland State Police Operational 
Directives 10.02, 10.03, and 10.05 do outline these topics for law enforcement officers 
but are not intended for private citizens nor are they incorporated in any Maryland 
statute. (See Attachment #2 for more information.) 
 
Because there are no State laws addressing self-defense or deadly force, nor are there 
any State laws addressing a duty to retreat, the net result of §5-306 will be a de facto ban 
on the issuance of permits to wear and carry a handgun in Maryland because the training 
requirements are impossible to meet. 
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Public Safety Article §5-309 reduces the subsequent renewal period from 3 years to 2 
years, thus increasing the workload of the Maryland State Police Licensing Division by 
150% (Most states’ permits are valid for 5 to 7 years). With the current carry permit 
application rate of 400 per week, the Licensing Division will require significant additional 
office space and logistical support for the estimated 25 to 50 new positions required. 
 
Public Safety Article §5-310 requires the Secretary to revoke a permit on a finding that 
the holder does no meet the qualifications described in §5-306. No mention is made of 
how the Secretary will address 120,000 citizens who currently have a permit to wearnand 
carry a handgun and whose training does not meet the new requirements under §5-
306(9). If HB 824 becomes law, will the Secretary of State Police will be required to revoke 
all existing permits to wear and carry a handgun? 
 
HB 824 is a mashup of every conceivable means to prevent Maryland citizens from 
obtaining a permit to legally wear and carry a handgun for lawful self-defense. It is a clear 
statement that some members of the Maryland General Assembly do not trust the law-
abiding citizens of Maryland. 
 
We strongly request an unfavorable report on House Bill 824. 
 
John H. Josselyn 
2A Maryland 
 
Attachments:  (4) 



Wear and Carry / HQL
Based upon 2153 Students
Student Demographics 2021-2022

TOTAL Students: 2154 By Ethnicity % Ethnicity Male Female Male % % Female Maryland
White 1021 47.4% 841 180 82.4% 17.6% 52.5%
American Black / Caribbean Black 698 32.4% 493 205 70.6% 29.4% 29.6%
Hispanic 118 5.5% 104 14 88.1% 11.9% 8.7%
Asian 207 9.6% 178 29 86.0% 14.0% 6.1%
Other 110 5.1% 107 3 97.3% 2.7% 3.1%

Totals 2154 1723 431
Totals 80.0% 20.0%

By Ethnicity
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