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Madame Chairman and Members of the Ways and Means Committee:

The short-term rental industry is booming and with ever changing technology the industry
continues to innovate and change. One of the newer innovations is Home Amenity Rentals. A
home amenity rental is the rental of any portion, of a residential property, whether indoors or
outdoors, excluding bedrooms or any portion of the property intended for sleeping quarters, that
is occupied by the hour and for not more than 15 hours consecutively.

Senate Bill 691 will update Maryland tax structure already in place for short-term rental like
Airbnb to include these newer home amenity rentals. Short-term rentals are subject to sales tax
and local lodging/transient tax, and Senate Bill 691 mirrors that tax structure with the only
change being a reduction of the county and municipality tax by half. This reduction reflects the
fact that home amenity rentals are typically 2-3 hours (and no more than 15 hours), where short
term rentals are a minimum of 20 hours.

This legislation simply ensures that our tax structure continues to keep pace with every changing
industry trends and establishes fair and equitable tax treatment of home amenity rentals, and so I
respectfully request a favorable report on Senate Bill 691.



