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February 20, 2023

TO: Maryla�d Ge�eral A��e�bly, Hou�e Co��ittee o� Way� a�d Mea��
FROM: Jo�at�o� DiPietro, Director Emeritus, Mary�an� Stu�ent Coa�ition

(Bac�elor'�/Ma�ter’� of Legal Studie� Stude�t at A�erica� U�iver�ity)
RE: Hou�e Bill 568 – FAVORABLE

I a� writi�g to expre�� �y �tro�g �upport for Hou�e Bill 568, w�ic� �eek� to protect t�e
Fir�t A�e�d�e�t rig�t� of Maryla�d'� �tude�t� by allowi�g t�e� to orga�ize a�d
participate i� peaceful de�o��tratio��. I a� a Maryla�d re�ide�t a�d proud graduate of
t�e Maryla�d public �c�ool �y�te�.

T�e �tory of educatio� i� t�e U�ited State� i� �teeped i� a ric� �i�tory of �tude�t activi��,
w�ere you�g people �ave lo�g i�voked t�eir rig�t� to free expre��io�, �peec�, a�d
a��e�bly to create la�ti�g c�a�ge i� t�eir co��u�itie�. I� rece�t year�, we �ave wit�e��ed
a� explo�ive �urge of yout�-led prote�t� a�d walkout�, a� a �ew ge�eratio� of pa��io�ate
a�d e�gaged �tude�t� �a� ri�e� up to co�fro�t �ocial i��ue� t�at �ave lo�g plagued our
�ociety. T�e�e you�g activi�t� �ave recog�ized t�at i��ediate actio� i� �eeded to addre��
t�e�e c�alle�ge�, a�d t�at t�e future t�ey will i��erit i� co�ti�ge�t upo� t�eir actio�� i� t�e
pre�e�t. T�roug� t�e power of t�eir advocacy, t�e�e �tude�t� �ave lear�ed �ow to keep
t�eir gover��e�t accou�table, a�d create real, �ea�i�gful c�a�ge. A�d t�ey've do�e it all
o� t�e very grou�d w�ere t�ey lear� a�d grow: t�eir �c�ool�. But a� t�e freque�cy of
�tude�t de�o��tratio�� grow�, �o too doe� t�e oppo�itio� to t�eir voice�, wit� �c�ool
ad�i�i�trator� u�i�g tired argu�e�t� of di�ruptio� a�d trua�cy to �ile�ce t�e�e pa��io�ate
you�g voice�. T�at'� w�y �tude�t leader� are calli�g o� you to e�tabli�� co�crete
protectio�� for �tude�t�' rig�t to prote�t o� �c�ool grou�d�, �o t�at t�e �ext ge�eratio� of
c�a�ge�aker� ca� co�ti�ue to �ake t�eir voice� �eard.

T�i� legi�latio� protect� all public �eco�dary �c�ool �tude�t�’ rig�t� to e�gage i� a
"�tude�t-orga�ized peaceful de�o��tratio�" a�d re�trict� de�o��tratio�� t�at i�cite a
clear a�d pre�e�t da�ger to t�e �c�ool co��u�ity or u�lawful or da�gerou� act�. T�e bill
require� t�at �tude�t� �otify t�e �c�ool ad�i�i�tratio� of t�eir i�te�t to orga�ize �uc� a
de�o��tratio� at lea�t 48 �our� i� adva�ce a�d co�ply wit� t�eir �c�ool board'� writte�
policy. T�i� create� a two-way co��u�icatio� c�a��el to bot� fo�ter a productive lear�i�g
e�viro��e�t a�d protect t�e rig�t� of �tude�t�.

HB 568 i� of particular i�porta�ce becau�e it e��ure� t�at �tude�t� ca��ot be pu�i��ed for
peacefully exerci�i�g t�eir Fir�t A�e�d�e�t rig�t�. T�i� bill recog�ize� t�e i�porta�ce of
�tude�t voice a�d i�put i� our �c�ool�. By creati�g a collaborative proce�� for orga�izi�g
de�o��tratio�� t�at i�clude� bot� �c�ool a�d �tude�t per�pective�, we are fo�teri�g a
culture of de�ocracy a�d active citize���ip. T�i� i� e��e�tial for prepari�g our you�g
people to be e�gaged a�d i�for�ed �e�ber� of our �ociety.
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Fi�ally, by requiri�g eac� cou�ty board of educatio� to develop a writte� policy regardi�g
�tude�t-orga�ized peaceful de�o��tratio��, HB568 e��ure� t�at �c�ool� are co��i�te�t i�
t�eir approac� to t�e�e activitie� a�d provide� a clear fra�ework for �tude�t� to exerci�e
t�eir rig�t�.

A� a proud product of K12 Maryla�d public �c�ool�, I �tro�gly urge t�e co��ittee to i��ue
a favorable report o� Hou�e Bill 568, a�d up�old t�e Fir�t A�e�d�e�t rig�t� of
Maryla�d'� �tude�t�.

T�a�k you for your atte�tio� to t�i� �atter.

Si�cerely,

Jo�at�o� DiPietro
Legis�ati�e District 9B
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