
February 13,2023

Ways and Means Committee

RE: Support H8525 Outdoor Preschool Licensing Pilot Bill

Dear Honorable Ways and Means Committee:

My name is Colleen Grubb and I reside in Anne Arundel County, Maryland. I am writing

to urge you to support the House Bill to establish an Outdoor Preschool Licensing pilot. The bill

has 13 co-sponsors and tremendous support in counties across Maryland. We need lawmakers

to act by passing legislation to expand equitable access to outdoor preschools as an additional

form of high-quality early childhood education.
There are many urgent reasons why we need to pass the Outdoor Preschool Licensing

Pilot bill.
-All Maryland children deserve access and the opportunity to attend outdoor preschool

for high-quality early childhood education.
-Children from low-i e communities and those with speci al needs do not have

equitable access to the Child Care Scholarship. Licensing is required for these families to use

State scholarship funds to attend outdoor preschool. This is an environmental iustice issue and

unfair barrier that disproportionate lv impacts low-resourced families.

-Hundreds of Maryland childcare programs closed during the pandemic leaving a

shortage of childcare across the state. Outdoor preschools are an additional early education

option to assist Maryland parents to go to work.
- Teachers and programs should be vetted for early childhood credentials, including

specific training in health and safety, to operate. Without licensing, there is no oversight of
existing outdoor preschools in Maryland.

- Outdoor preschools promote skills and values that lead to environmental literacy,

which supports goals of the Moryland Partnership For Children ln Nature and the K-12

Environmental Literacy Standards required for graduation in Maryland.

I have three young grandsons. My daughter, a single parent living in Anne Arundel

County, and I searched for affordable, preschool programs over the last several years. We

found no available options. There are programs in Anne Arundel County that are excellent, but
not available for new enrollees. There were options that were truly cost prohibitive-think in

terms of tuition costs of University of Maryland for the three to attend. As a net result, my

daughter did not work and stayed home with the children until elementary school started'

I urge you to vote in support of the bill to establish an Outdoor Preschool Licensing Pilot.

The community needs more options for quality early childhood education.

Sincrerely,.-

!rt{/L , Jr-ar,
Colleen Grubb
428 Schoolers Pond Way

Arnold, MD 21012


