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Chair Barnes, Vice-Chair Chang, and members of the Appropriation Committee, my
name is Allie Sirrine, and I am a member of the graduate student coalition Social Work
Advocates for Social Change at the University of Maryland School of Social Work. I am
writing in strong support of HB 666. This bill would raise the minimum SNAP benefit
in Maryland from $40 per month to $95 per month via the State supplement benefit
and would eliminate the age requirement for receiving the State supplemental SNAP
benefit. SNAP benefits are essential for low-income individuals and families to attain
food security, and they have a positive impact on the economy. I have seen first-hand
the burden of food insecurity on Marylanders, and I believe everyone in our state
deserves to know how they will obtain their next meal.

HB 666 would benefit hundreds of thousands of Marylanders - and Maryland’s
economy as a whole. In December of 2023, 693,715 Marylanders received SNAP
benefits, about one in nine people.! In Maryland, over 70% of SNAP households are
families with children, older adults, or adults living with a disability.? Increasing the
State supplemental benefit for SNAP - and expanding it to all households - increases
the economic security of low-income families trying to keep food on the table.3 It is
crucial to pass this bill now as inflation and overall costs are increasing. Low-income
families are especially burdened by rising grocery costs.

SNAP benefits not only provide support for low-income households, but they also help
to boost the local and national economy: the U.S. Department of Agriculture has
estimated that every $1 spent in SNAP benefits will generate $1.50 in the economy .4
Local farmers especially benefit from funding SNAP programs. In 2021, $59 million in
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SNAP benefits were spent at farmers markets.> Buying fresh, local fruits and vegetables
contributes to positive health outcomes and reduces healthcare costs. On average, low-
income individuals receiving SNAP benefits have about 25% decreased healthcare costs
compared to peers who do not receive SNAP.¢ Increasing the minimum SNAP benefit
to $95 per month supports the economic well-being of farmers and health outcomes for
low-income Marylanders.

No one should have to question when they are going to be able to eat again, and far too
many individuals and households are struggling to afford to feed themselves and their
families. Last year, my internship through the Maryland School of Social Work was at
the Baltimore City location of Chase Brexton, a 501(c)(3) non-profit medical center that
provides a range of clinical services, including social work support. In the Social Work
department, I worked with dozens of clients who received SNAP benefits but also
needed additional food resources, as the benefits they received were not enough to
cover their grocery costs. I would often bring them to Chase Brexton’s food pantry, give
a $50 gift card to Safeway, and provide them with the names and phone numbers of
additional food pantries to go to for food. Since Chase Brexton had limited resources, it
was a policy that we could only bring clients to the food pantry once a week and give
food gift cards once every 6 months. There were countless times that I wasn’t able to
provide a client with the food assistance they needed, while knowing they didn’t have
enough in SNAP benefits to feed themselves for the rest of the month. Raising the
minimum SNAP benefit amount is one crucial step in the right direction of providing
Marylanders with the resources they need to feed themselves and their families.

Social Work Advocates for Social Change urges a favorable report on HB 666.

Social Work Advocates for Social Change is a coalition of MSW students at the University of Maryland School of
Social Work that seeks to promote equity and justice through public policy, and to engage the communities impacted
by public policy in the policymaking process.
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